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China’s deployed more troops near
Indian border, Pentagon warns
WASHINGTON: China has increased
defence capabilities and deployed more
troops along the Indian border, the Pentagon has said, as it warned of increasing Chinese military presence including
bases in various parts of the world, particularly Pakistan.
“We have noticed an increase in capability and force posture by the Chinese
military in areas close to the border with
India,” Deputy Assistant Secretary of Defence for East Asia Abraham M Denmark
told reporters during a news conference

here after Pentagon submitted its annual
2016 report to the US Congress on ‘Military and Security Developments Involving the People’s Republic of China’.
However, Denmark said it is difficult
to conclude on the real intention behind
this.
“It is difficult to say how much of this
is driven by internal considerations to
maintain internal stability, and how much
of it is an external consideration,” he said
in response to a question on China upgrading its military command in Tibet.

Referring to US Defence Secretary
Ashton Carter’s recent trip to India, Denmark said he had a very positive and productive visit.
“We’re going to continue to enhance
our bilateral engagement with India, not
in the China context, but because India
is an increasingly important player by
themselves. And we are going to engage
India because of its value,” he said.
The Defence Department also warned
of China’s increasing military presence
including bases in various parts of the
world, in particular Pakistan - with which
it has a “longstanding friendly relationship and similar strategic interests”.
China’s expanding international economic interests are increasing demands
for the PLA Navy (PLAN) to operate in
more distant seas to protect Chinese citizens, investments, and critical sea lines of
communication, it said.
“China most likely will seek to establish additional naval logistics hubs in
countries with which it has a longstanding friendly relationship and similar strategic interests, such as Pakistan, and a
precedent for hosting foreign militaries,”
the report said.
The Pentagon in its report expressed its
concerns about Chinese military buildup
near the Indian border.
“Tensions remain along disputed portions of the Sino- Indian border, where

both sides patrol with armed forces.
“After a five-day military standoff in
September 2015 at Burtse in Northern
Ladakh, China and India held a seniorlevel flag-officer meeting, agreed to maintain peace, and retreated to positions mutually acceptable to both sides,” it said.
The Pentagon said tensions remain
with India along their shared 4,057-km
border over Arunachal Pradesh (which
China asserts is part of Tibet and, therefore, of China), and over the Askai Chin
region at the western end of the Tibetan
Plateau, despite increases in China-India
political and economic relations.
Meanwhile, an alert has been sounded
along the Sino-India border after local
residents, including a village head, got
several telephone calls from “spies” either from Pakistan or China about army
deployment along the Line of Actual
Control (LAC).
The caller, posing himself as either a
colonel or a local official, made queries
about the army presence in the area and
the timings of their movement, official
sources said.
Recently the ‘sarpanch’ (village head)
of Durbuk village, located at an altitude
of 13,500 feet above sea level between
Chang La and Tsangte village, received
a call in which the caller asked whether
“outstanding” issues with the army had
been sorted.
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Motto of good for all deep-rooted
in Indian culture, says PM Modi
Ujjain: Extolling Indian
culture and traditions, Prime
Minister Narendra Modi said
that the values of sacrifice, integration and good-for-all run
deep in Indian culture.
“We belong to a tradition
where even a bhikshuk (beggar) says, 'may good happen to
the person who gives me and
also to the person who does
not',” Modi said in his address
at the International Convention on Universal Message of
Simhasthon on the sidelines of
Simhasth Kumbh here.
“We are not stubborn and
rigid, we are philosophical. We
see divinity in trees and life in
water,” he added.
Flanked by Sri Lankan
President Maithripala Sirisena,
Modi said that a "holier than
thou" attitude is taking people
towards conflicts. "Let's look
within and see how we can
grow ourselves."
Referring to the Simhastha

Kumbh mela, a huge spiritual gathering on the banks
of the Shipra river in Madhya
Pradesh, Modi said, "What is
happening here is the birth of
a new effort, a modern edition
of what would happen in the
yesteryears."
He said that the“51 elixir
points” of Simhasth declara-

tion will start a new discourse
not only in India but around
the world.
Emphasizing that Indians
were always ready to sacrifice
for others' sake, Modi cited the
example of LPG subsidy.
“I just once asked my people, to those who are well off,
to give up their LPG subsidy.

And more than one crore people have already given it up, so
that thousands of poor families
can get LPG connection,” Modi
said.
He said that enabling rural
and poor households to switch
to LPG would benefit the environment as well as result in better health outcomes for women
who previously cooked on
wood or dung cakes fire.
Speaking of the arrangements, including connectivity, for hundreds of thousands
of devotees, Modi said that
Kumbh management is a great
case study for the world institutions.
President Sirisena, who
spoke earlier, referred to the
long standing ties between India and Sri Lanka.
Sirisena said that his first
overseas visit after being elected president last year was to
India, and that Modi returned
the bilateral visit later.

Lufthansa plane towed off Mumbai
airport runway, operations resume

New Delhi: Prime
Minister Narendra Modi
stressed on the need for
a permanent solution to
the vexed fishermen issue
during talks with visiting
Sri Lankan President Maithripala Sirisena.
Modi, and Sirisena held
talks over a working dinner hosted by the Indian
prime minister at Hyderabad House. Modi stressed
on the need "to develop
a mechanism and find a
permanent solution to the
issue of fishermen straying
into each other waters". He
also appreciated President
Sirisena's efforts to promote reconciliation in Sri
Lanka so that all sections of

Sri Lankan society can live
with equality and dignity,
said an official statement.
The two leaders discussed
all issues of bilateral interest, in particular the problems being faced by Indian
fishermen, the status of
various economic projects
being implemented by India and efforts to further
increase trade and investment. Modi said that President Sirisena's visit for the
Simhastha Kumbha in Ujjain was very significant as
it showed the deep civilisational ties between India
and Sri Lanka. President
Sirisena thanked Prime
Minister Modi for receiving him and expressed

appreciation for the assistance provided by government of India to Sri Lanka,
in particular the various
developmental
projects
being implemented by India. In this context, both
the leaders appreciated the
meeting of the India-Sri
Lanka Joint Commission
led by two foreign ministers, which had met after
the gap of three years, said
the external affairs ministry statement.
Earlier, the Sri Lanka
president arrived here on
a two-day official visit.
In the evening, Sirisena
also attended an event
at the India Foundation
where he was felicitated

by Petroleum Minister
Dharmendra Pradhan.
Pradhan later tweeted:
"Energy relationship with
Sri Lanka is very strong;
IOC is present in marketing sector of Sri Lanka."
In Ujjain, the Sri Lankan
president will address the
valedictory session at the
Vaicharick Mahakumbh
which is being held as part
of the Simhastha Mahakumbh on Saturday.
He will also visit Sanchi
where he will tour the
famed Sanchi Stupa and
attend a function by the
Mahabodhi Society of Sri
Lanka during which he
will unveil a statute of Angarika Dharmapala.
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The sarpanch, who was sitting inside
an army camp at the time of receiving
the call,got suspicious and enquired
from the caller about his identity.
Despite the caller identifying himself
to be from Deputy Commissioner’s office, the sarpanch identified as Stanzin
snubbed him and said he should get in
touch with the army.
He also inquired from the local DC’s
office only to find that no one from that
number had called. The number was
shared with the army which found that
the number appearing on the sarpanch’s
phone had been masked and it was a
computer generated call.
Stanzin said he received the call only
once. “The caller was asking about the
movement of troops and whether the
roads had been built in the area for their
movement.
“He claimed that he was from the
army headquarters but with his stupid
queries, I did get suspicious and informed the army officer standing next
to me,” he said.
Later, the army found that several
people in villages along the Sino-Indian
border had been receiving calls from
such unknown numbers and in a few
cases basic information had been shared
out of “pure ignorance” by the villagers.
The army took the help of the state
administration and a mass campaign
has been launched to educate people in
general and those living along the SinoIndian border not to share any information with any unidentified caller.
The army has also asked its formations along the LAC to educate all the
civilians in their Areas Of Responsibility (AOR) so that such spies do not get
any information about the movement of
troops. The army has laid special emphasis on educating the elected members and office bearers of Hill Council as
they had some information pertaining
to army and the Indo-Tibetan Border
Police (ITBP), which man the borders
with Pakistan and China, to remain alert
and not to give any kind of information
to these suspicious callers.
This was based on an analysis by the
army that calls were being received by
only those people who were either sarpanch or working in state government
and were privy to some information
about the troops and ITBP officials.
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Modi raises fishermen issue
during talks with Lankan prez
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flights were compelled to offload cargo
to operate from the secondary runway
which does not enable a longer take-off
run.
Another three services were delayed
including an Air India flight and a United
Airlines Mumbai-Newark flight UA-49
with 280 people aboard was cancelled.
Emirates Airlines operated a B-777
instead of an A-380 while Singapore Airlines's Mumbai-Singapore flight SQ423
with 427 passengers and 25 crew on board
was also affected.
Singapore Airlines said passengers of
the Airbus A-380 aircraft were provided
with hotel accommodation and the revised departure plans would be determined after the main runway was opened
for operations.

en

normalcy would be restored due to backlog of both domestic and international
flights.
Lufthansa Airlines said on Saturday
that four of the 10 tyres of the Airbus
A-330 Munich-Mumbai flight LH764
were damaged after landing and the
plane could not be moved. The incident
took place around 10.45 pm.
There were 163 passengers on board
who were evacuated via stairs on the
runway, and the return flight LH-765 of
Saturday was cancelled, hitting the flight
plans of 223 passengers. The airline was
making efforts to rebook them on other
flights.
The incident has hit flight operations
with a Cathay Pacific cargo service being diverted to Hyderabad. Some other

an
& M ag m

Mumbai: The Chhatrapati Shivaji International Airport's main runway, which
was closed for almost 22 hours as a Lufthansa flight was stranded on it after suffering four tyre bursts late Friday, was
cleared for normal operations around 9
p.m. on Saturday, officials said.
The Mumbai International Airport Ltd.
had opened up the secondary runway for
regular operations after the incident.
After the Lufthansa Airlines engineers
replaced the damaged tyres of the aircraft,
it was towed away to a parking bay.
Shortly thereafter, the MIAL carried
out an inspection of the runway and
cleared it as free of any "damage" on account of the incident.
However, officials sources said it
would take another few hours before full
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If needed rent malls, schools
for technical courses: Sisodia

Deputy chief minister Manish
Sisodia has suggested running
higher and technical and educational facilities in rented buildings, including schools and malls,
to accommodate over 1.5 lakh
students annually.
Sisodia was speaking at the
third Foundation Day of the Indira Gandhi Delhi Technical University for Women.
Sisodia said Delhi government’s target is to arrange educational facilities for 1.5 lakh
students for which out of the box
measures will be needed.
“I am ready to extend the facilities. I am ready to offer government schools in the second
shift for opening new faculties
(of higher and technical courses)...all over Delhi there are private schools, vacant government
school buildings that could be
taken on rent. Take entire floors
of malls which are lying vacant,”
the deputy CM said.
He assured educational institutions that the government will

not let them face problems of
funds and procedures.
“You fear of thinking big because that will require opening
new courses, new buildings and
recruitment. But think big in
terms of expanding educational
facilities and leave the questions
of funds and procedures to the
government,” he said.
Sisodia also inaugurated a
techno-business incubation centre at the university.
He also unveiled a prototype
of fuel efficient car, saw and took
part in test drive of an all terrain
vehicle and hybrid e-rickshaw, all
designed and fabricated by girl
students of the university.
The university is planning to
increase 60 seats in the Computer
Science & Engineering Department and start a new M. Tech
program in ICT this year due to
excellent placements and job opportunities in IT sector.
Vehicle competition
A team of students from the
university is all set to participate

in an international competition to
be held in June in USA. The team
is the only all-women team out of
the 24 teams participating in the
competition.
The deputy chief minister unveiled a vehicle made by the team
for the competition.
“Ours is the only all woman
team to participate in the ‘Super
Mileage Competition’. We have
designed a highly fuel efficient
vehicle which has a mileage
of 177km/litre,” said a team
member.

LTC rules: Govt employees can now
take advance money ahead of 4
months of Leave Travel Concession
Relaxing norms, the
Centre allowed its lakhs of
employees to take advance
money four months ahead
of commencing journey
under Leave Travel Concession (LTC) rules.
A government employee
gets reimbursement of tickets for to and fro journey, in
addition to leaves, when he
avails LTC.
The existing rules allow an employee to draw
advance for LTC journey
for himself and his family
members 65 days before the
proposed date of the outward journey.
Since, the Ministry of
Railways has decided to
increase the advance reservation period for booking
accommodation in trains
from 60 to 120 days (ex-

cluding the date of journey) with effect from April
1 2015, the time-limit for
drawable of LTC advance
by the government servants
may be increased from 65
days (i.e. two months and 5
days) to 125 days (i.e. four
months and five days) in
case of journey by train, an
order issued by DoPT said.
The cases where the
LTC journey is proposed
to be undertaken by other
modes of transport viz air,
sea or road, the time-limit
for drawing LTC advance
shall remain 65 days only,
it said.
In all the cases, where
an advance is drawn for the
purpose of availing LTC, it
will be mandatory for the
government servant to produce the outward journey

tickets to the competent
authority within ten days
of drawable of advance in
order to verify that he has
actually utilised the amount
to purchase the tickets, the
order said. There are about
50 lakh central government
employees at present.
In another order, employees have been asked to
compulsorily avail catering
facilities provided by the
Railways on Rajdhani and
Shatabdi trains and the cost
is included in the ticket.
The move comes after
several references were
received seeking clarification regarding the admissibility of catering charges
charged by the Railways in
respect of the rail journey
performed by Rajdhani or
Shatabdi on LTC.
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Parties bank on star power to
win municipal bypolls in Delhi
From Members of Parliament
to sitting ministers, political parties have roped in their star campaigners to ensure a win in the
municipal bypolls for 13 wards to
be held on May 15.
BJP leaders said all its MPs from
Delhi were campaigning for party
candidates. The party asked its senior leaders to increase the number of public meetings in the next
two days. BJP leaders said Union
minister Harsh Vardhan and BJP
MPs Ramesh Bidhuri, Meenakshi
Lekhi and Pravesh Verma have
been campaigning for the party
candidates along with state party
chief Satish Upadhyay. MP Manoj
Tiwari is also campaigning in several wards.
“The people of Delhi are fed
up with the politics of chief minister Arvind Kejriwal. They feel
cheated. Our internal survey suggests the BJP has regained the confidence of the people of Delhi and
in the civic by-elections we will
get the largest vote share,” said
Delhi BJP president Satish Upadhyay. The Aam Aadmi Party has

several of its leaders, including
Delhi ministers, to root for its candidates. AAP spokesperson Dilip
Pandey said the party was sure of
securing all 13 seats in the polls.
“People have already lost their
faith in Congress and are fed up
of the negligible development the
BJP showed in the past 10 years.
The people are looking to experiment before the municipal elections next year” said Pandey.
Deputy CM Manish Sisodia,
tourism minister Kapil Mishra
and Kumar Vishwas are among
the senior leaders campaigning for AAP. The Congress, too,
is banking on its senior leaders.
The list of campaigners includes
Leader of Opposition in the Rajya
Sabha Ghulam Nabi Azad, former
chief minister of Rajasthan Ashok
Gehlot and MP Raj Babbar.
State Cong chief Ajay Maken
said that the 13 MCD wards,
where by-elections are scheduled
to be held, suffered terribly in the
absence of elected representatives
even as the AAP Govt continued
spending crores for self publicity.

Indian railways to lay
tracks at 7.7 kms per day
New Delhi: Indian Railways is set to commission
2,800 kms broad gauge
track at the rate of 7.7 km
per day, a senior railways
official said.
VK Gupta, member engineering (ME) of Railway
Board said that railways
has commissioned around
4,800 km of broad gauge
track in the last two years
which includes about 1,200
km of new line, 1,900 km of
gauge conversion and 1,700
km of doubling.
"In the North-East region, Indian Railways commissioned about 900 km of
broad gauge in the last two
years, leaving only about 50
km of metre gauge lines to
be converted in 2016-17. In
addition, a 132 km part of
third alternative connectivity route to the North-East

(New Maynaguri - Jogighopa) was also commissioned," Gupta said here.
"Udhampur-katra
(25
km) railway line in Jammu and Kashmir, Rangapara-Murkongselek
and
Balipara-Bhalukpong (362
km) section in Arunachal
Pradesh, Lumding-Silchar
(210 km) gauge conversion in Assam are some of
the important railway lines
commissioned in the last
two years," he added.
He further said that
railways was committed to
bring the North-East region
on the railway map.
"Passenger services have
been introduced between
Silchar and Agartala, thereby bringing, the capital of
Tripura on broad gauge.
Similarly, Dudhnoi-Mendipathar (20 km) new line has

brought Meghalaya on Indian Railway broad gauge
network. With the commissioning of Kathakal-Bhairabi and Arunachal-Jiribam
sections, the states of Mizoram and Manipur have
also come on broad gauge
map of the country," he informed. He added that railways have adopted innovative techniques in the last
two years which resulted
in savings of hundreds of
crores.
"Many innovations were
done in design of bridges,
formation etc. resulting
into an immediate saving
of about Rs. 700 crores for
Northern Railway. In fact,
these innovations would result in perpetual savings of
thousands of crores every
year for Indian Railways,"
he concluded.

Can’t suspend driving licence arbitrarily, says Delhi HC
The Delhi High Court
has directed the traffic police and transport department not to suspend driving licences without giving
alleged violators an opportunity to defend their case.
In a significant verdict
aimed at preventing harassment of motorist and
drivers at the hands of traffic officers, Justice JR Midha
directed the traffic police
and transport department
to “follow due process of
law” while prosecuting
traffic violators.
The court said the transport department has to give
particulars of the violation

such as date, time and place,
and reference to relevant
provision violated while issuing ‘show cause notice’ to
alleged traffic violators.
It said the Motor Licensing Officers will give an
opportunity to violators to
put up their cases. If it is
decided that the licence is
to be suspended, the order
has to contain reason, the
court said.
Generally, the traffic police take possession of the
driving licence of the violator and forward it to the
transport department who
take a decision on suspending the licence.

Last year, the traffic violation penalties were made
more stringent based on
recommendations by a Supreme Court Committee on
Road Safety.
Driving licences could be
suspended for a minimum
three-month period for
driving at speed exceeding
the specified limit, red light
jumping, carrying overload
in good carriages, carrying
persons in good carriages,
driving under the influence
of liquor/ drugs and using
mobile phone while driving.
The HC order came on a
plea by Delhi resident Ash-

ish Gosain who challenged
suspension of his driving
licence by the transport
department without giving
any reason.
Advocates Puneet Mittal and Abhijat, appearing
for Gosain, contended before the court that the show
cause did not contain specifics such as the nature of

the violations, nor date and
place of the occurrence.
The counsel said though
their client sought better
particulars and personal
hearing, the transport department did none of these
and instead suspended the
licence for period of six
months.
The transport department, represented by counsel Rahul Mehra, admitted
that Gosain was not given
an opportunity to be heard.
As a corrective step, Mehra
submitted fresh procedure
for traffic police and transport department.
The court directed the

authorities to give a fresh
hearing to Gosain by giving him details of the alleged violation within two
weeks.
The court noted that according to the Road Transport Ministry report of
2014, a total of 4,89,400 road
accidents led to 1,39,671
deaths. “An average of one
road accident every minute resulting in one death
every four minutes, which
is highest in the world,”
the judge said adding that
strict implementation of
traffic rules was necessary
to prevent road accidents
and fatalities.
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MBBS intake to be based solely on NEET scores
Ahmedabad: Admissions to medical and
dental colleges will be
given solely on the basis
of percentile score obtained by a student in the
National Eligibility Cum
Entrance Test (NEET).
Marks obtained in class
XII board examinations
will no more influence
a candidate’s position
on merit lists in medical
admissions. But, scoring
50 per cent in class XII
board exams remains
the minimum eligibility
requirement to apply for
admissions in medical
courses, confirmed officials of the state health
department.
Officials said that
unless the Centre intervenes, all admissions
in medical courses will
be completely based on

NEET scores from this
year onwards. Officials
further said that CBSE,
which is conducting the
NEET examination, will
be sending a separate
merit list to the state, and
each state will be able to
fill up their own quota
following the merit list.
There will be a common
merit list at the national
level for the 15 per cent
all India quota. Health
minister Nitin Patel said
that he, along with education minister Bhupendrasinh
Chudasama,
will go to Delhi and ask
the Union government
to intervene so that relying solely upon NEET is
not made compulsory
for this year. The Gujarat
government would also
move for NEET conducted in Gujarati.

The state government
will also ask the Centre
to remove any cut-off criteria, or at least lower the
cut-off criteria for students from Gujarat. “We
will also make representation that the 85 per cent
seats in the state barring
the 15 per cent all India quota, be filled with
students who have appeared for their examination from Gujarat,” said
Nitin Patel.
The Admission Committee for Medical and
Paramedical
Courses

(ACMPC) had earlier
prepared a merit list
based on the marks obtained in the class XII
examination and also the
marks obtained in Gujarat Common Entrance
Test in the ratio of 60 pc
and 40 pc. This will now
have no impact on medical stream admissions.
Apart from the 15 per
cent all India quota, said
officials, the state will be
able to admit their own
students in 85 pc remaining seats. To allay apprehensions that GSHSEB
students might be edged
out by students from
other boards, with NEET
becoming
mandatory,
officials said the state’s
quota of 85 pc seats will
be filled on the pro-rata
basis earlier followed by
ACMPC.

With NEET made compulsory confusion
over NRI admissions to medical colleges
Ahmedabad: With National Eligibility cum Entrance
Test (NEET) made compulsory by Supreme Court for admissions in medical and dental colleges, there is confusion
over the fate of NRI admissions. In Gujarat, 260 seats in
medical colleges are reserved
for NRI students.
Deans of medical colleges
said that in Gujarat, NRI students were given admission
on basis of equivalent certificate of HSC. They were
exempted from appearing
for the Gujarat Common Entrance Test (GujCET). “With
NEET now made compulsory at the last minute, the
NRI children will not be able
to appear for the test. If it is
mandated to give admission
to NRIs only on basis of NRI
score, many of them may not

take admission in Gujarat and
choose colleges in Russia,
Philippines, China etc,” said
the dean of a leading medical
college. Officials said that at
least 60-80 NRI students take
admission in NRI quota while
NRI-sponsored students are
admitted in other seats. The
fee of NRI students ranges
from Rs12 lakh to Rs15 lakh.
“Currently there is no
clarity on the NRI admissions. It would help if clarity
is obtained on the issue,” the
dean of another medical college said.

Now, college students can SC nullifies medical tests held
evaluate their teachers
by states, private colleges

NEW DELHI: For the first
time, college and university students will have a say in evaluation of teachers as the Smriti Irani-led HRD ministry has decided
to bring fundamental changes in
the way the performance of those
in the teaching profession is assessed.
The process of changing the
present criteria of Academic Performance Indicators (API) scores,
which relied heavily on co-curricular activities and research in the
evaluation of teachers has been
initiated and a notification will be
issued soon, officials said.
“As per the new norms, students who have an attendance
of 75 per cent will be able to give
feedback of their teachers. The
predominant weightage in evaluating teachers has been given to
their teaching, learning and evaluating capacity,” a senior HRD
ministry official said.
Explaining the reason for

bringing this change, the official
said that under the previous criteria of API scores, a 30 per cent
weightage was given to co-curricular activities and another 30 per
cent to research.
Many teachers’ bodies have
agitated against the API system
which was introduced in 2010 as
it was often perceived to be not
fair.
“The result of making research
an essential component on the basis of which a teacher would be
assessed and promoted, was that
a lot of substandard in not very
significant journals took place.
Moreover teachers who focused
more on teaching than say on
extracurricular activities like refereeing a basketball match sometimes found themselves at a disadvantage,” another HRD official
said. In several colleges, including
many in rural areas, the adequate
support for research is not there,
officials said.

NEW DELHI: All admissions
in MBBS/BDS courses in government and private medical colleges or in deemed universities
will be done this year only on the
basis of National Eligibility Entrance Test, the Supreme Court
said, ending the confusion over
the validity of examinations held
by states and private institutions.
A bench of Justices A R Dave,
Shiva Kirti Singh and A K Goel
said NEET does not infringe
upon the rights of state governments or private institutions and
that the single-window test must
be applied from the current academic year itself. The bench also
asked the three-member oversight committee, headed by former Chief Justice R M Lodha, to
oversee NEET-II. Several states,
universities and private colleges
conducted entrance tests in the
last fortnight when the SC was

hearing
their
pleas to allow
them to admit
students on the
basis of their
tests, but Monday’s order nullifies them. Now
they will have to
follow NEET and admit students
on the basis of their performance
in the single-window test.
Although NEET II is scheduled for July 24, the SC allowed
CBSE and Centre to reschedule
the examination date in case
of logistical problems. The SC
bench on Monday made it clear
that those students who had appeared for NEET-I held on May 1
would be allowed to take second
phase of NEET but their marks
in previous test would stand
scrapped. “To allay any such
apprehension, we direct that all

eligible candidates who could
not appear in NEET-I or have
apprehensions that they had
not prepared well, be permitted
to appear in NEET-II, subject to
seeking an option from the said
candidates to give up their candidature for NEET-I,” it said. However, examinations conducted by
AIIMS and PGIMER for their
MBBS seats would go on as they
are regulated by Central legislation. “Prima facie, we do not
find any infirmity in the NEET
regulation on the ground that it
affects the rights of the states or
the private institutions. Special
provisions for reservation of any
category are not subject matter of
NEET nor rights of minorities are
in any manner affected by NEET.
NEET only provides for conducting entrance test for eligibility
for admission to the MBBS/BDS
courses,” the bench said.

IITs, IIMs think beyond Govt funds and tuition fee
Money is very important to be
able to create a world-class university. You need money practically
for everything - from paying competitive salaries to attracting and
retaining good faculty members.
Developing outstanding research
facilities to ensure a healthy learning environment also requires adequate funding. However, while
the source of funding is secondary,
increasingly, institutes are working towards ensuring reduced
dependence on any one source of
funding.
At Indian Institute of Management Calcutta, for instance, the
largest share of funding comes
from tuition fee. The other sources
of income include research consultancies, management development
programmes and long duration
programmes, says a source.
However, across most institutes,
while public money continues to
be the primary source of funds,
they are also finding various ways

to add more to their funds.
“Having multiple sources of
income, apart from the ministry
funds make you economically flexible, thus allowing you to take extra steps to nurture your institutes.
It allows toy get better guest lecturers from abroad, filing for patents,
thereby enhancing the institute’s
global repute,” says Professor
Krishnan Balasubramanian, deanindustrial consultancy and sponsored research at the institute.
At Indian Institute of Technology (IIT) Madras, for instance,
funding from MHRD takes the
biggest slice of the funding pie,
followed by research grants, industry research contracts and tuition fee. Last year, MHRD’s plan
plus non-plan funding was approximately Rs 450 crore to Rs 500
crore, research grants accounted
for approximately Rs 200 crore, industry research contracts brought
them funds of approximately Rs
70 crore. About, Rs 30 crore to Rs

35 crore was collected from the tuition fee of students.
IIT Bombay too, receives a
considerable amount of money
through research and development (R & D) projects. The R&D
revenues for 2014-15 are Rs 243
cr. External grants received for
R&D activities in 2014-15 were Rs
249.182 cr. This includes grants
received in the year for the new
projects sanctioned and the ongoing projects, a spokesperson of the
institute informed.
Across institutes, alumni and
corporate social responsibility
(CSR) funding is a good source of
income, though the contributions
keep varying, year-on-year. At IIT
Madras, alumni and CSR funding contributed approximately
Rs 55 cr last year. At IIT Bombay,
Rs 48 crores was received by the
institute through donations from
alumni and corporations in 201415.
Some private universities in In-

dia too, are thinking beyond just
tuition money. For instance, Ashoka University is being funded philanthropically by business leaders,
corporates and professionals. In
fact, the entire capital expense for
making the university is funded
through donations. “The operational expense is funded by tuition fee and through scholarship
donations made by corporates
and individuals. The university
also tapped into CSR funds to get
scholarships for students. Scholarships have also been given by
individual donors,” says Vineet
Gupta, founder and trustee, Ashoka University.
So, how do institutes abroad
fund themselves? As Baty says,
Private institutes like Stanford
and Harvard, which have a large
proportion of their income generated from private endowments,
tuition fees and philanthropic donations, and great public institutions like UC Berkeley or Oxford

and Cambridge, or LMU Munich,
which tend to be more dependent
on public funding from the general tax payer, and charge low, or
in the case of Germany no tuition
fees, stand shoulder to shoulder in
this ranking of the world’s most
prestigious universities. Some of
the fastest rising universities in
the list, notably in China, have
been fuelled in their success by
very powerful levels of financial
support from government and the
public purse.
Does self-sufficiency and reduced dependence on public funds
or tuition money factor in the way
an institute features in the global
rankings? The world university
rankings do look at the overall resources going into a university, adjusted for purchasing power parity,
but we do not judge the source of
that investment. This would make
a fascinating additional analysis, as
would an analysis of efficiency and
return on investment, Baty adds.
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Human achievement award by Nivedita foundation

Human achievements award organised
by Nivedita foundation is something
which motivates the awardees, it is very
much required for improvement so as to
do it more better. The main motive of the
event is to give awards to the peoples who
are doing extremely good in their field of
work. The awards ceremony held for the
people who with their work has given
others an inspiration to do something in

life. The awards were for the following:
Writer, Model, Director, Photographer,
Designer, social worker and NGOs etc.
The inspirational award ceremony by
Anamika Thakur is the best possible way
to bring out the talented peoples in one
dais so the people could get a glimpse of
it. The fashion show was also seen in the
event. The event which is an example of
inspiration ended on a high note.

iBall CompBook Excelance, CompBook
Exemplaire Windows 10 Laptops launched

swiping the three fingers on touchpad
away from you will get all the windows to
open at once. Both the laptops come with
one-year company warranty. iBall has also
introduced CompBook Excelance Pro and
CompBook Exemplaire Pro which come
pre-loaded with the Windows 10 Pro version. The prices for these laptops are Rs.
19,999 and Rs. 24,999 respectively.

Iball has launched the CompBook
Excelance and CompBook Exemplaire
laptops in India. Apart from their screen
sizes, both laptops have almost similar
specifications and will be available across
the country, and through major online retailers from next week.
The CompBook Excelance is priced
at Rs. 9,999, while the CompBook Exemplaire is priced at Rs. 13,999. Excelance is
priced lower because it sports an 11.6-inch
HD (1366x768 pixels) display and weighs
1.1kgs. In comparison, Exemplaire has a
larger 14-inch HD (1366x768 pixels) display and weighs 1.4kgs.
All the other specifications remain
the same. Both the laptops run on Windows 10 out-of-the-box. They are powered by an Intel Atom Z3735F processor
(four cores, four threads, 2MB L2 cache,
1.33GHz base clock, 1.83GHz Burst clock)
paired with 2GB of DDR3 RAM. The
CompBooks have a VGA (0.3-megapixel)
webcam and 32GB of internal storage.
The storage is further expandable via microSD card slot (up to 64GB).
Furthermore, the laptops both pack a
10000mAh battery. The company claims

commands. For example, pinching in and
stretching out your two fingers will zoom
in and out of the screen respectively, and

that the battery can last up to 8.5 hours
of usage, 31 hours of standby, 25 hours
of music playback and 8.5 hours of video
playback. There's a single 3.5mm combo
jack for mic and headphones. The laptops' house dual speakers at the back, and
have basic connectivity options like WiFi, Bluetooth, HDMI port, and two USB
2.0 ports.
The TouchPad on the laptops have
multi-touch functionalities, which means
it understand certain gestures as shortcut
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Editorial

Women as a vote bank:
Not a win-win for politicos

Women are now being courted by some politicians
who sense that their appeal to Dalits, backward castes
and Muslims is dwindling in the absence of providing
more and more sops, or that their rivals are more successful in cultivating these vote banks. In the Hindi belt,
for instance, the support base of the Yadavs, the most
dominant of the backward castes, has become the monopoly of Laloo Prasad Yadav in Bihar and Mulayam
Singh Yadav in U.P. Interestingly, these bases are not
transferrable across the boundaries of the two states.
Evidently, the Bihari Yadavs are not enamoured of the
leader of their caste group in U.P. and vice versa. It is this
watertight division which made Mulayam Singh break
away from the Mahagathbandhan (grand alliance) in Bihar last year and ring the death knell of the proposed
Janata “parivar” comprising remnants of the old Janata
Dal. This brittle and unreliable aspect of the social scene
appears to have persuaded Nitish Kumar to court a new
support base - that of women, which presumably cuts
across caste lines though not the class barriers. The Bihar chief minister’s compulsions are understandable. As
a leader of the small caste group of Kurmis, who make
up a mere 3.8 percent of Bihar’s population, he must
have felt at a political disadvantage vis-a-vis his friendturned-foe to uneasy friend again, Lalu Prasad, leader of
the Yadavs who comprise 14 percent of the state’s population. To offset this drawback, Nitish Kumar has tried
to rally the women to his side by implementing prohibition. The annual price which he is willing to pay for
this policy is Rs.4,000 crore, which used to be the earnings of the excise department. Apart from the revenue
shortfall, which cannot but affect Bihar’s development,
there are other problems associated with prohibition,
viz. criminalisation of the liquor trade via bootlegging,
bribery of the police and excise officials and the conversion of law-abiding drinkers into dissemblers and liars
about their habits. Unlike Bihar, which is yet to shed its
BIMARU or sick label because of a sluggish economy, the
far more advanced state of Goa has also become a victim
of the political tactic of wooing women as a vote bank.
Instead of banning liquor to save the fair sex from abusive husbands/boyfriends, a section of the women in Goa
is seeking to outlaw casinos to prevent the men folk from
squandering the hard-earned money of their families.
Chief Minister Laxmikant Parsekar is, therefore, considering legislation to ban Goans from entering the casinos,
introducing a kind of apartheid in the state. Earlier, identity politics was focussed on entire castes or communities. Now, the spotlight is on a gender-based group. It is
no secret that differentiations of this kind tend to pit the
chosen category against the others. Therefore, it is possible that a policy based on “guarding” women against
ill-behaved men is not a recipe for harmonious family
relations. Although the law against domestic violence
has the same objective, it is meant to act as a warning.
The policy on prohibition pre-empts the issue by assuming that all those who drink alcohol are louts. Since this
is patently not the case, the policy penalizes not only
those men who are not guilty but also those women who
drink. Aimed at checking a few anti-socials, the ban on
liquor tars everyone with the same brush. It may also
be promoting class antagonisms, for the denizens of
the cocktail circuit may believe themselves to be at the
receiving end for the misdemeanours of a few among
the lower-middle and working class. Not that the upper strata do not have their black sheep - the murderous
evening in Kathmandu’s royal palace in 2001 is an example. But worldwide alcohol consumption has become
a part of social life just as imbibing soma and sura was in
ancient times. The breeding of ill-feelings between caste
groups is a known aspect of identity politics. It was to
obviate such bad blood that the Dalit czarina Mayawati
changed her earlier slogan “Tilak, tarazu aur talwar,
inko maro jootey char” (beat with shoes the Brahmins,
banias and thakurs) to “Brahmin sankh bajayega, hathi
aagey jayega” (the elephant will go forward to the sound
of the Brahmin’s conch shell). The elephant is the BSP’s
poll symbol. To what extent the prohibition-induced
wall between men and women will jeopardize
their relationship is difficult to say. But it
cannot be of any help in fostering amity at a time when drinking at parties
and in the home has become much
more common than what it was, say,
half a century ago.
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Mamata and Jayalalithaa:
A tale of two baronesses

On the face of it, Jayalalithaa and
Mamata Banerjee are as different
from each other as idli sambar is
from macher jhol. The Tamil Nadu
chief minister is the self-styled empress of Poes Garden, a remote,
inaccessible figure who thrives in
imperial grandeur; the West Bengal chief minister, by contrast, likes
to project herself as a plebeian
folk heroine in crumpled sari and
chappals who revels in her streetfighting image. Jayalalithaa is the
convent-educated cinema star who
took over the MGR legacy while
Mamata is the “outsider” from the
backstreets of Kalighat who pushed
ahead without a political godfather.
And yet, as the two women battle
for re-election, their common traits
are intriguing as they mirror both
hope and despair in contemporary
Indian politics. Both Jayalalithaa
and Mamata run their parties as
tightly-controlled
one-woman
shows: Does anyone know who is
number 2 in their respective parties, someone who might be considered a potential successor? Travelling through West Bengal and
Tamil Nadu on the campaign trail,
one didn’t notice a single poster of
any other leader from the AIADMK or the Trinamool Congress. In
effect, the party is completely identified with the individual at the
top with no space for any alternative power centre. In the Congress,
there is mother and son, in the BJP,
Narendra Modi must share space
occasionally with an Amit Shah or
even an Arun Jaitley. Both Amma
and Didi evoke a mix of awe and
fear among their followers and
legislators that borders on intimidation. Ask an AIADMK MP to appear on your television show, and
the instant response is: “I will have
to ask Amma,” after which the individual does a disappearing act.
Trinamool Congress local leaders
are a little more willing to speak
up, but those who express any dissent like the former railway minis-

ter Dinesh Trivedi must know their
days within the party fold are numbered. Maybe the seemingly ruthless, mercurial style of leadership
has been deliberately cultivated
to keep the menfolk in their party
on constant guard. In a patriarchal
system, maybe a certain element
of designer madness is needed
to ensure that the male members
don’t begin to take their leader for
granted. No image better symbolises just how Jayalalithaa is perceived within the party than that
of former chief minister O Paneerselvam prostrating himself before
his ‘supremo’. Mamata may not
approve of such a public display of
obsequiousness but privately even
senior TMC leaders are expected to
‘serve’ the ‘boss’ at all times. Their
governance style is also laced with
similar heavy doses of populism
that combine welfarist intent with
occasional financial recklessness.
Jayalalithaa’s ‘freebie’ culture extends from genuinely innovative
measures like ‘Amma canteens’
where idlis are available for Re 1 to
a system of patronage that revolves
around virtually ‘bribing’ voters
with a range of consumer goods
from mixers and grinders to smartphones and even scooters this time.
The West Bengal chief minister
doesn’t have the luxury of distributing similar goodies but she too
has pushed ahead with a sop-driven model that offers Rs 2 a kg rice,
discounted medicines, free bicycles
for girls and special grants for madrasas. Are we surprised then that
both Tamil Nadu and West Bengal
are struggling with large budgetary debts? Both leaders have also
earned the growing ire of the urban middle class, which accuses
them of running an unaccountable
regime that has institutionalised
corruption. In Chennai, a businessman tells me on record of a ‘rate
card’ which requires payments to
be made to the top political leadership. In Kolkata, one is told of the

stranglehold of local ‘syndicates’
that operate a mafia-style operation
where money is collected on behalf
of the party. Corruption has been
a familiar charge that has haunted
Jayalalithaa through her political
career while Mamata, by contrast,
rode to power on her reputation for
being an ‘honest’ politician. But in
the last year, the Saradha chit fund
expose and the Narada sting where
her legislators were caught on camera taking money have seriously
dented her image as an incorruptible leader. And yet, despite their
many flaws, what is undeniable is
that both Amma and Didi are mass
leaders, able to establish an instant
connect with the bulk of their voters, especially women. Both have
been able to sustain their politics
around a consciously shaped propoor image, of being leaders who
can be trusted with reaching out to
those outside the privileged elite.
Jayalalithaa’s liquor policy may
have been a breach of trust, forcing
her to now course correct and push
for prohibition. Mamata’s ‘maa,
mati, manush’ slogan may appear
hollow now, but it hasn’t stopped
her from being seen as a champion
of the underclass. Their political
careers have gone through many
ups and downs but the two leaders
have never given up the fight: For
more than two decades, Mamata
was a lone warrior against the Red
Army in West Bengal while Jayalalithaa has been in and out of prison.
Their resilience in difficult times is
a reflection of their addiction to
power but also a sign of their determination to triumph over adversity. Both leaders perhaps benefit
from the fact that their prime opponents in their respective states are
struggling for relevance. The DMKCongress alliance is led by a 93year-old M Karunanidhi in what is
almost certainly his last battle while
the Left-Congress combine in West
Bengal is an arrangement stitched
together in sheer desperation.

Cancer on the rise among women in India: Experts
At a time when cancer is fast
spreading its tentacles globally owing to genetic, environment and
lifestyle factors, India is also witnessing a steep rise in cancer cases
and significantly, more and more
women are falling prey to the emperor of all maladies, top health
care providers stress.
According to the National Cancer Institute (NCI) which is part of
the US Department of Health and
Human Services (USDHHS), every 13th new cancer patient in the
world is an Indian and breast, cervical and oral cancers top the list in
the country.
"Out of 12.5 lakh (1.25 million)
new cancer patients each year in
India, over seven lakh are women,"
says Dr (Col) Ranga Rao Rangaraju, director (oncology services) at
Max Super Specialty Hospital in
the capital. "Nearly 3.5 lakh women
face deaths owing to cancer each
year and the figure is likely to go
up to 4.5 lakh by 2025," Dr Rangaraju said.
Imbalance in the circadian clock
due to sleep loss, lack of exercise,

wrong eating habits, work-related
stress, smoking and alcohol abuse
are some of the key reasons behind
high mortality rates among women
with cancer.
"Our sedentary lifestyle is the
first thing to be blamed," adds Dr
Sandeep Batra, senior consultant
(medical oncology) at BLK Super
Specialty Hospital.
Focused on professional life,
urban women end up in late marriages and child bearing. Some of
them opt for hormone replacement
therapies which further increases
the risk of cancer.
"Artificial hormonal replacement therapies must be avoided,"
Dr Batra added. Therapies, like
controlled ovarian stimulation
(COS) -- the hormone treatment
required for in vitro fertilisation
(IVF) -- must be avoided as it increases estrogen and progesterone
levels which has been suspected to
increase breast cancer risk.
"One should be ambitious but,
at the same time, have a target to
go the family way in time," cautions Dr Sameer Kaul, senior con-

sultant (surgical oncology and
robotic) from Indraprastha Apollo
Hospital.
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Badals in the air: 700 trips
in state helicopter in 3 years
Punjab chief minister Parkash
Singh Badal and his son, deputy
CM Sukhbir Singh Badal, have lent
a whole new meaning to the epithet ‘Flying Sikh’. In barely three
years, they have used the state helicopter for over 700 trips to various
places, including many to their village Badal in Muktsar district and
to their farmhouse at Balasar in
neighbouring Haryana. And this is
just the detail of the state helicopter, not of private choppers hired
by the state government. Clocking
nearly a flight a day, in the past
four years — January 2012 to January this year — the state’s total expenditure on use of helicopters, including private ones, is nearly Rs 50
crore. This means over Rs 12 crore a
year or, more simply put, over Rs 3
lakh a day. It was in April 2013 that
the Punjab government purchased
its own helicopter, a Bell 429 model, for Rs 38 crore. However this did
not end the hiring of private helicopters that come at Rs 1.25 lakh to
2.6 lakh an hour. In four years, of
the Rs 50 crore in total, Rs 37 crore
was spent on private choppers.
Also among those who used the
state-owned helicopter are Shiromani Akali Dal (SAD) ministers

Adaish Pratap Singh Kairon and
Bikram Singh Majithia, both brothers-in-law of SAD president Sukhbir, whose wife and Union minister for food processing, Harsimrat
Kaur Badal, used the service too.
At least twice, the chopper was put
at the service of Art of Living guru
Sri Sri Ravi Shankar. Luminaries on
the list include now-Prime Minister Narendra Modi, as Gujarat CM;
and Union home minister Rajnath
Singh, who used it when he was
BJP president. The CM and deputy CM made the 700 trips in the
government-owned chopper alone
since it was bought. Either of them
went to Balasar 43 times, while private helicopters hired by the government too were used for trips to
the farmhouse. At least 68 times the

state-owned chopper took the Badal
father or son to Kaljhirani, helipad
site for Badal village. Another 31
times the helicopter took the Badals
to Bathinda. CMs and governors of
Haryana, Uttar Pradesh and Chhattisgarh are among other users,
while bureaucrats and top cops are
on the list too.
Aam Aadmi Party (AAP) RTI
team in-charge Dinesh Chadha,
who collected the information, said
the Punjab government was misusing the state helicopter, especially in
trips to Balasar, and also needlessly
hiring private choppers. “I have
given a complaint to the accountant
general of Punjab to audit the use
of state and state-hired choppers
for private trips,” he added.
But Abhay Chandra, adviser,
civil aviation, Punjab, said 700
chopper trips in three years “is
not extraordinarily high”. “The
CM has the authority to approve
any number of trips for himself
or anyone else. All trips listed in
the information provided by our
department under RTI have been
undertaken in accordance with
rules,” added Chandra, who also
holds temporary charge as director, civil aviation.

It’s not only Combiflam, more
drugs under regulator’s radar
A day after French major Sanofi announced a recall of some batches of its
popular painkiller Combiflam, India’s drug regulator said over102 medicines
have been highlighted
for quality concerns and
withdrawal in the last five
months. The list includes
several popular painkillers. The Drug Controller
General of India (DCGI),
the country’s apex drug
regulation body, every
month prepares an alert
list of medicines that have

some quality issues. In the
last five months, about 102
medicines have failed the
tests and are under the
category of spurious, substandard, adulterate, or
misbranded medicines.
Some of the medicines
that appear on the monthly alert list issued by the
government includes Cipla’s CIP-ZOX, Macleods
Pharmaceutical’s Orcerin,
Indian Drugs and Pharmaceuticals Ltd’s Pantoprazole, Ipca Laboratories’
Zerodol-SP and Karnataka

Anibiotics & Pharmaceutical Ltd’s Norfloxacin.
“All drugs listed under
the drug alert list should
be recalled with immediate effect. We have found
some serious problems
with the making of the
drug because of which we
have highlighted quality
concerns. Hence, recall is
necessary for all companies,” GN Singh, DCGI,
said. “All these companies
do recall the problematic
batches from the market,
but they do it silently, sim-

ply to keep their brand image unhurt.”
Both, Indian Drugs and
Pharmaceuticals Ltd and
Karnataka Anibiotics &
Pharmaceutical Ltd, are
run by the government
to produce cheap generic
drugs.
Cipla’s drug CIP-ZOX,
which is used to treat muscle spasm, has been highlighted due to its failure in
disintegration test, similar
to the failure of Combiflam, as per the drug alert
list of February 2016.

Nestle India still struggling with
Maggi aftermath, Q1 net dips 19%

Nestlé India missed street expectations, with the multi-national food giant
reporting a 19 per cent drop in the January-March quarter net profit to Rs 259
crore as it struggles to regain lost market
share of Maggi noodles, which was temporarily banned last year over safety concerns.

Analysts on an average had expected
the company to report a net profit of Rs
287 crore, as per a Thomson Reuters poll.
The company, which follows JanuaryDecember as its financial year, saw net
sales drop 8 per cent from a year ago to
Rs 2,296 crore.
“Results for the quarter have been
impacted by the Maggi noodles issue in
2015,” it said.
The popular Maggi noodles were off
the shelves for over six months. The Bombay High Court lifted the ban on Maggi
noodles in August 2015, and after more
tests, it was relaunched in November.
Compared with the quarter ended December 31, 2015, the company’s net profit
was up 41 per cent, while net sales rose 18
per cent, helped by the relaunch.
Since its re-launch, Maggi has regained
50 per cent market share in noodles, the
company said.
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BoB in `3,230-cr loss on
sharply higher bad loans
Bank of Baroda (BoB) announced disappointing financial results for the quarter ended March with a loss of Rs 3,230
crore, due to higher provisioning and a surge in bad loans.
The bank, which is one of the
largest public sector lenders,
expects about Rs 3,000- 5,000
crore of incremental bad loans
in the near term.
Declaring the fiscal fourth
quarter and full fiscal year results on Friday, Bank of Baroda
said it had posted a net profit
of Rs 598 crore in the JanuaryMarch quarter last year. The
bank has drastically raised its
provisioning to Rs 6,858 crore
to cover stressed loans; the provisioning was Rs 1,817 crore
last year.
For the full fiscal year, BoB’s
loss totalled Rs 5,068 crore,
against a net profit of Rs 3,912
crore a year-ago. The financial
performance of BoB, along with
other banks, is likely to send jitters across markets, and also
push policymakers to speed up
steps to address the rise in bad
loans in Indian banks.
The bank’s dismal fiscal-year
performance comes in the wake
of investigations into allegations of forex fraud and illegal
remittances totalling Rs 6,100
crore, which came to light in
October last year. The incident
also prompted the RBI to issue
a circular to all banks to conduct an internal audit to check
fraudulent forex deals.
BoB’s net interest income
grew 23 per cent to Rs 3,330
crore during the fourth quarter, compared to Rs 3,172 crore
last year.
“We are hoping that NPAs
(non-performing assets) have
peaked…but regardless of
that, we will be at Rs 45,000
crore of gross NPAs and as a
prudent measure will provide
for Rs 50,000 crore. We have
a watchlist of Rs 15,000 crore,
which is likely to go bad, but
we also expect a recovery of
Rs 10,000 crore,” BoB CEO PS
Jayakumar said.

The
bank
will focus on recovery. “There
is heightened
sense among
borrowers to
come forward
and make payments. We are
getting into an environment
where borrowers are asked to
be responsible,” Jayakumar
said.
Bank of Baroda (BoB) announced disappointing financial results for the quarter ended March with a loss of Rs 3,230
crore, due to higher provisioning and a surge in bad loans.
The bank, which is one of the
largest public sector lenders,
expects about Rs 3,000- 5,000
crore of incremental bad loans
in the near term.
Declaring the fiscal fourth
quarter and full fiscal year results on Friday, Bank of Baroda
said it had posted a net profit
of Rs 598 crore in the JanuaryMarch quarter last year. The
bank has drastically raised its
provisioning to Rs 6,858 crore
to cover stressed loans; the provisioning was Rs 1,817 crore
last year.
For the full fiscal year, BoB’s
loss totalled Rs 5,068 crore,
against a net profit of Rs 3,912
crore a year-ago. The financial
performance of BoB, along with
other banks, is likely to send jitters across markets, and also
push policymakers to speed up
steps to address the rise in bad
loans in Indian banks.
The bank’s dismal fiscal-year
performance comes in the wake
of investigations into allegations of forex fraud and illegal
remittances totalling Rs 6,100
crore, which came to light in
October last year. The incident
also prompted the RBI to issue
a circular to all banks to conduct an internal audit to check
fraudulent forex deals.
BoB’s net interest income
grew 23 per cent to Rs 3,330
crore during the fourth quarter, compared to Rs 3,172 crore
last year.
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Danny’s birthday bash

Delhi’s culinary fraternity got together
at this memorable soiree hosted by Lebanon’s celebrity Chef Danny Elsoury of
Zizo India. The occasion was Danny’s
birthday celebrations so all his friends
from the foodie world, models, fashionistas and Delhi’s socialites were spotted letting their hair down at the Bronies lounge
and bar in the capital. Conversations were

all about the buzzing hospitality industry
in Delhi while the guests enjoyed cocktails
and delectable bites. Among those who
attended the bash included Vyara Petrova,
Lavina Kharkwal, models Himani Thapa,
Ritu Singh with hubby Puneet, Himanshu
Chabra, Ravindra Bakshi, Neha Uppal,
Sugandha, Viresh Verma, Sanjay Basoya,
Richa Sharma and many others.

I’national career seminar
‘law & media’ media
excellence award 2015-16

International career seminar ‘Law &
Media’ and creative world media academy organised media excellence award
2015-16, the award were given to those
journalist who has shown tremendous

work towards the welfare of society.
The chief guest of the award show were
Joginder Singh (Ex-director CBI) and
Pawan Duggal ( Cyber law expert & SC
advocate).
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