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Is Punjab really AAPwardly mobile
Bespectacled, Hindi-speaking and soft spoken, Delhi chief minister Arvind Kejriwal hardly
stands out at a first glance in Punjab’s political
scene, dominated by mighty Panthic leaders and
charismatic royals.
But his young Aam Aadmi Party (AAP) is
shaking up the state’s electoral equations barely
10 months before the assembly polls and giving
well-established rivals — the Shiromani Akali
Dal-Bharatiya Janata Party (SAD-BJP) alliance
and the Congress — a run for their money.
Propelled by popular disenchantment
against the state’s major formations, the
AAP is attracting mammoth
crowds at rallies and has
drawn up an intensive
campaign schedule,
including a door-todoor campaign and
an early announcement of candidates
for all 117 assembly
seats.
Internal
assessments give the AAP
around 80 seats, an
unprecedented majority for a party
that didn’t even exist the last time Punjab went to the
polls in January
2012.
Even riv a l s

grudgingly admit the novice party is going to be
a strong third force.
Kejriwal and his team have a simple game
plan: Create a broad coalition of youth, farmers,
Dalits and non-resident Punjabis settled abroad.
“ C o r ruption and drug menace are
rampant
in the state. People want a
change and are looking for
a party that will provide
good governance,” said an
AAP strategist.
The AAP hasn’t missed any
opportunity in the past six
months to attack the SADBJP government, especially
on Punjab’s festering drug
problem among the youth.
In a state where personalities dominate, a party
without a chief ministerial candidate
is grabbing the
headlines.
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CJI BREAKS DOWN BEFORE PM
MODI, SAYS NEED MORE JUDGES

to popularise Olympic sports in
the country,” he added.
Earlier, Yogeshwar said Salman
has done nothing to merit such an
appointment.
“Everybody has the right to
promote movies in India, but
Olympics is not a place to promote films,” Yogeshwar tweeted
in Hindi.
“Can anyone tell me what is
the role of goodwill ambassador?
Why are you fooling the public?”
he added.
The 33-year-old Yogeshwar felt
a sportsperson would have been
more apt for the position.
“Sportspersons like PT Usha
and Milkha Singh strived hard for
the nation during difficult times.
But what has this ambassador
done in sports.
“What will happen by the appointment of an ambassador? If
you had to do this drama, then
why not appoint a sportsperson?”
he asked.
“The country needs medals,
not sponsors.”

ra

motivate the Rio-bound athletes.
“We are very happy and thankful on Salman’s offer to support
Olympic Sports in this country.
This association is only a gesture
and does not include any monetary consideration,” IOA Secretary General Rajiv Mehta said in a
statement.
“…our key objective of bringing him on board is to draw maximum attention from the masses,
due to which there will be more
eyeballs and viewership which
will eventually result in popularising Olympic sports in the country. We may appoint more icons
from other walks of life like music,
cricket, art culture and Olympic
sports etc.
“Mr Salman Khan is only being
appointed from the Bollywood
segment and we are in talks with
two other big names in music and
cricket. We are more than willing
to have as many icons including the likes of Ms. Anju Bobby
George and Ms. PT Usha who
have the capacity and capability

The foreign ministry revoked liquor baron Vijay
Mallya’s passport as the government stepped up efforts to
bring him from Britain to face
investigation in India, where
he is wanted for alleged bank
loan default and money laundering. The ministry was not
satisfied with the 60-year-old
Rajya Sabha MP’s response
to a show cause notice that
asked why his diplomatic
passport should not be revoked or impounded. The
government had earlier suspended his travel document.
Besides, the enforcement
directorate (ED) investigating his case had approached
the ministry to initiate the
deportation process after a
Mumbai court issued a non-
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bailable warrant against him
on April 18.
“Having considered the
replies furnished by Vijay
Mallya to the show cause
notice, facts brought by the
enforcement directorate, and
non-bailable warrant under
the PMLA Act, 2002, issued
by special judge, Mumbai,
the MEA revoked the passport under section 10 (3) (c)
and 10 (3)(h) of the Passports
Act, 1967,” external affairs
ministry spokesperson Vikas
Swarup said.
Section 10 (3) (c) states
that a person’s passport can
be revoked in the interests of
India’s sovereignty, integrity
and security, and to maintain
friendly relations with a foreign country.
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Bollywood superstar Salman
Khan’s appointment as the Indian
Olympic contingent’s goodwill
ambassador kicked up a storm
with star wrestler Yogeshwar Dutt
and sprint legend Milkha Singh
questioning the move even as
the IOA and some other athletes
backed the decision.
Salman, who is playing the
role of a wrestler in his upcoming
film ‘Sultan’, was named goodwill ambassador by the Indian
Olympic Association (IOA) in the
presence of star woman boxer MC
Mary Kom, hockey captain Sardar
Singh, and shooter Apurvi Chandela among others.
The position itself is unprecedented and IOA’s decision to
pick Salman for it left the sporting
fraternity divided with London
Olympics bronze-medallist Yogeshwar and the legendary Milkha
Singh leading the criticism.
The IOA, however, stood firm
on its decision to name Salman
and said it would rope in more
icons from music and cricket to

GUWAHATI: Around 45,000 people
have been affected across four districts
of Assam in the first wave of floods, the
state disaster management authority said.
So far over 1,018 hectares of crop area has
been inundated by flood water, while
Burhidihing and Desang Naglamuraga
rivers were flowing above the danger
mark in Sivasagar, Assam State Disaster Management Authority (ASDMA)
said. Nearly 45,000 people were suffering in Lakhimpur, Jorhat, Sivasagar and
Charaideo districts, ASDMA said in an official release. The Army, the National Disaster Relief Force (NDRF) and the State
Disaster Relief Force (SDRF) teams have
been deployed in Charaideo for search
and rescue operations, it said. Chief
Secretary VK Pipersenia held an emergency flood review meeting this morning
with various heads of the departments
concerned where Deputy Commissioners of flood affected districts also joined
through video conferencing and apprised
them about the situation. The Chief Secretary instructed the DCs to keep close
watch on the overall situation and to contact ASDMA authorities in case of any
emergencies.

Vijay Mallya’s passport revoked,
but bringing him back a long shot
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Sports farternity divided, IOA firm on Salman
Khan as goodwill ambassador for Rio

t

compared to just 81 in the US,
Chief Justice Thakur pointed
out. The lower courts handle
2 crore cases a year - the discrepancy never fails to shock
judges visiting from abroad,
he said.
Justice Thakur said that

en

diciary that his government
was serious about addressing
the issues. "If a closed door
and close team norms allow,
I will definitely try to find a
way out," he said.
An average Indian judge
handles 2,600 cases in a year,

since 1987, when the Law
Commission had recommended increase in the number of judges from then 10 per
10 lakh people to 50, "nothing
has moved". "Speeches have
been made but nothing really
moves... The Centre says, 'yes,
it's the state which has to take
the initiative' and this tug of
war continues," he said.
The Chief Justice also went
on to criticise PM Modi's
project of setting up commercial courts for top corporate
clients. The system, he said,
can't work if the government
was planning to draw from
the existing infrastructure.
"Simply putting old wine in a
new bottle will not work," he
added.
He said for all the things
the Prime Minister wants -FDI, Make in India etc -- "it is
important to have more judges and showcase India".
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NEW DELHI: Chief Justice of India TS Thakur broke
down at a meeting in presence
of Prime Minister Narendra
Modi , talking about the unprecedented pressure judges
in the country work under.
Pointing to the terrible discrepancy between the population and the number of judges
required to cater to them, the
Chief Justice said the government should raise the number of judges from the current
21,000 to 40,000.
At the meeting between
Chief Ministers and Chief
Justices, Chief Justice Thakur
said, "It is for development
of this country, that I beseech
you to rise the occasion... You
cannot shift the entire burden
to the judiciary... There is a
limit to judges' capacity."
The Prime Minister, who
was not expected to speak
at that point, assured the ju-

45K PEOPLE AFFECTED
IN FIRST WAVE OF
FLOODS IN ASSAM
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Govt may hold celebrities liable Delhi Government to
for endorsing ‘misleading’ ads introduce 3,000 buses
The Centre favours holding
celebrities liable for appearing
in misleading ads and endorsing bad products, consumer affairs Minister Ram Vilas Paswan
said, suggesting that movie stars
and sportspersons should use a
“common-sense approach”.
“If an advertisement says
a person can get taller in six
months using this particular
product (sic). Is it possible? Celebrities should use a common
sense approach,” the Minister
said. The government is likely
to bring out guidelines for celebrities who endorse products,
Paswan said addressing a Press
conference.
The Minister said the view
that celebrities had a responsibility for the products they pro-

mote was unanimously backed
by the Central Consumer Protection Council, a regulatory body
he chairs. Besides, a standing
committee of the Parliament
is expected to submit a report
spelling its stand on the issue.

The issue of ‘celebrity responsibility’ caught national attention
after captain of Indian cricket
team, Mahendra Singh Dhoni,
had to terminate his contract
with the real-estate firm Amrapali.
Dhoni was the brand ambassador but ended his association
with it after complaints from
Amrapali residents emerged and
a social-media campaign about
people being defrauded by the
builder. Paswan said it is easy
to be misled because of the influence popular celebrities have
on fans and wilful endorsement
without considering aspects of
public interest is “bad”.
The parliamentary panel is
planning to recommend fine and
jail terms for such endorsers.

Female students against
‘moral policing’ at hostel
Delhi
University’s
Hindu College, which
recently opened a new
women hostel with a
set of rules, has raised
serious concern among
the students.
Some rules in the
hostel prospectus ask
girls to dress as per
normal norms of the society, no visitors including girls will be allowed
without prior permission, random checks
by the warden at any
time, residents should
seek permission from
the warden when they
participate in an event
happening inside the
college premises.
Swati Mehra, an MA
student said, “The rules
which have been set
by the administration
is just regressive and
ridiculous. Other DU
colleges allow six nightouts to girls in a month
but our college is allowing just one. It has imposed curfew timing on

us, which would curtail our right to take a
walk with friends even
within the hostel premises. This is an agenda
of turning hostels into a
jail. In name of protection, our freedom is being snatched.”
While
criticising
the annual hostel fee
structure, Naina Roy, a
first year student said,
“The fee structure for
women hostel is just
exorbitant. We have to
pay around `1,20,000

to `1,30,000 per annum
while the fee structure
for boy’s hostel is just
around `50,000. The
hostel fee structure will
automatically exclude
a lot of students from
poor and marginalised
background from availing the hostel facilities.”
However, some students like Latika Grover feel that the set of
rules are discriminatory
for girls as compared
to boys. “These are set
of bizarre rules which

clearly means we cannot have the same rights
like the boys. They are
free to do whatever they
want but our lives and
every movement would
be constantly regulated,
controlled and limited.
What is the use of paying so much and then
living like prisoners”.
Not only students
of Hindu college, but
members of student
political organisations
also feel the rules restrict the movement
of girls. Madhurima
Kundu of AISA said,
“Hostels are a place of
residence, not a place
where all freedom
should be snatched.
Why has the hostel administration put these
arbitrary rules only
for the residents of the
girls’ hostel? Also, such
curfew timings are
pure instance of moral
policing and caging
women in the name of
their safety.”

to the city this year

NEW DELHI: In order to
augment public transport, the
Delhi government is all set to
add 3,000 buses to the capital's
roads this year.
This will the first procurement since the Aam Aadmi Party government come to power in
the national capital.
As per the government's plan,
1,000 buses to be run under cluster system will start operating
by the end of the month while
1,000 new DTC low-floor buses
will hit the streets from August.
Giving details about the 1,000
cluster buses, Transport Minister Gopal Rai said two buses will
start operating in the last week
of April and they will ply under
cluster scheme that is run by
Delhi Integrated Multi-Modal
Transit System Ltd (DIMTS).
Government has already
made it clear that it cannot implement odd-even scheme permanently till such time public
transport is upgraded.
"Apart from cluster buses,
1,000 new DTC buses will start
operating on the capital's roads
from August following which

people will be benefited," the
Transport Minister said.
On Friday, government had
announced 'Premium Bus Service' for Delhiites who can book
their seats in buses through their
smartphones on the lines of appbased taxi services.
The minister said government
is expecting 1,000 buses, which
will only be air-conditioned, by
the end of this year.
Bus aggregators will have an
individual app like Ola, Uber
and they will be allowed to decide their fares, but if the need
arises government will prescribe
the upper limit of fares or take
steps to check predatory pricing.

Odd-even Phase 2: Kaali-peeli
taxis fleece commuters
Inability to drive cars on alternate days and lack of ample alternatives has left several commuters across the city to haggle with
kaali-peeli taxi drivers to charge regular fares. With the Delhi government banning surge pricing by app-based cab aggregators such
as Uber and Ola, it is the kaali-peeli taxi drivers who are on a free
run to overcharge commuters.
To get a ground report on how these services are charging mindlessly customers, these correspondents took rides in the cabs from
various parts of the city and ended up paying twice the amount
they would pay through the cab aggregators.
One of the drivers demanded Rs 150 for a two-kilometre distance
from India Gate to Kasturba Gandhi (KG) Marg. In an auto, the metre would only touch Rs 30 for covering the distance.
“I will have to come back without any passengers,” he justified.
Several such commuters were stranded on the stretch with no
bus connectivity and autos zooming past.
In west Delhi’s Patel Nagar, these self proclaimed ‘niche’ services
demanded Rs 550 to cover a distance of 7.2 kilometres and Rs 10
extra for a small backpack that carried nothing but a notebook and
few pens.
The government started a crackdown on Ola and Uber drivers
after they increased prices during peak traffic hours of the odd-even
period. Though these services rolled back the surge prices on Monday, there was a shortage of cabs.

App-based bus services to start in Delhi from mid-June
New Delhi, April 22 (IANS)
In a bid to encourage private
car owners to switch to public
transport and complement the
odd-even traffic scheme, the
Delhi government announced
a policy for app-based premium bus services which will be
launched in mid-June.
The premium buses will be
fully air-conditioned with no
passengers allowed to stand.
However, the ticket rates would
be higher than those in existing
bus services in the city.
"To encourage private car
owners to switch to public

transport, we are announcing
this app based premium bus
service scheme. It is expected
to start in the city from middle
of June while registration for
it would start from June 1 this
year," Delhi Transport Minister
Gopal Rai said at a Press conference.
"We brought the odd-even
plan to battle pollution in the
city following which a sizable
number of commuters switched
to the Metro. But the prevailing
quality and reliability of the bus
service has discouraged most
private car owners to commute

by bus," Rai said.
The government said it
would be mandatory for the
bus aggreators to have premi-

um air conditioned buses with
two CCTV cameras installed in
them, along with first-aid kits
and fire fighting equipment.
"To ensure the safety of
women passengers, the aggregators have to provide a panic
button feature in their app," the
minister said, adding, "Buses
will have to be equipped with
Wi-Fi and GPS."
The minister said an aggregator must have minimum of
50 buses in its fleet for registration.
"Fares of this premium service will not be decided by the

government. It will be market
oriented and the aggregator
will decide the fare. However,
the government may, if needed,
fix the maximum limit of the
fare to stop predatory or surge
pricing," Rai added.
Rai also said that if an aggregator cancels a trip following
a breakdown or an accident,
then they have to pay double
the amount to the passengers
as compensation. And if an aggregator cancels the trip other
than these two reasons, then
they have to pay 10 times the
fare to the passenger.
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SSC postpones Combined
Graduate Level Examination
CHENNAI: The Staff Selection
Commission (SSC) has postponed
its Combined Graduate Level Examination (CGLE) Tier-1 to August from the original scheduled
dates of May 8 and 22. A notice
put up by SSC has said that the
exact dates will be announced
soon and the decision has been
taken in the larger interest of the
candidates appearing for the examination.
The commission functions under the Central Government and
conducts recruitment of Group
B non-gazette and Group C nontechnical vacancies in the country
under three levels - Tier I, Tier II
and Tier III. e products they promote was unanimously backed by

the Central Consumer Protection
Council, a regulatory body he
chairs. Besides, a standing committee of the Parliament is expected to submit a report spelling its
stand on the issue.
The issue of ‘celebrity respon-

sibility’ caught national attention
after captain of Indian cricket
team, Mahendra Singh Dhoni,
had to terminate his contract with
the real-estate firm Amrapali.
Dhoni was the brand ambassador but ended his association with
it after complaints from Amrapali
residents emerged and a socialmedia campaign about people being defrauded by the builder.
Paswan said it is easy to be
misled because of the influence
popular celebrities have on fans
and wilful endorsement without
considering aspects of public interest is “bad”.
The parliamentary panel is
planning to recommend fine and
jail terms for such endorsers.

IIT-B to offer fast-track
B Tech programmes
MUMBAI: Students at IIT-Bombay can
complete their B Tech programme in just
three-and-a-half years instead of four from
the coming academic year.
The radical move to offer a fast-track B
Tech degree as an option to students across
courses was taken in a recent senate meeting of the institute. Students who are keen
on completing the course faster, can choose
to take up additional credits and complete
their course in just three and a half years.
As of now, none of the older IITs have
started offering the fast-track B Tech, but,
IIT-Kharagpur is moving towards it and
plans to implement it from the 2017 batch.
"In the final semester, students are free
to opt for internships, start work on their
entrepreneurial venture or spend a semester abroad at any institute as an exchange
student. They will be free to opt for anything. The finer details of the plan are yet to
be worked out. The provision is applicable
to students from the current batch itself, so
they can start accumulating credits from
the next academic year," said the director of
IIT-Bombay, Devang Khakhar.
He added that these students, who
complete their coursework in three-and-ahalf-year, will be eligible to sit for the placements in December and start working immediately too once they are placed.
"Once the students complete their
course in three and a half years, they will

be asked to leave the campus. Students will
be given a provisional statement of marks,
but the final degree certificate will be given
to the students only during the institute's
convocation," said Shubham Goyal, external general secretary of academic affairs
(undergraduate). The provision is currently applicable only for the BTech students,
whether it can be extended to dual degree
students will be decided on case-to-case basis, said Goyal.
Students can start accumulating additional courses after the completion of
the first year. "They can choose to do any
courses that they wish to. For some courses, which will require the student to have
completed a pre-requisite course, they will
have to choose it after second or third year,"
said Goyal.
The system will enable the students to
learn at their own pace, without any stress.
However, there will be a limit on the campus stay. Though students can take more
than six years to complete their BTech
programme too, they will not be allowed
to stay on the campus beyond that, said a
student.
Beyond six years, students will have to
make alternative arrangements outside the
campus. This will also help the institute's
administration, which is anyway facing a
shortage of accommodation facilities for
the ever-increasing strength.

School asked to remove
negative remark from certificate
Mumbai: The Maharashtra
State Commission for Protection of Child Rights asked a
Chembur school to issue an
appropriate school leaving
certificate instead of the one
issued earlier with a negative
remark.
The Commission, while
hearing the case of the 16-yearold child of Ryan International School, Chembur, asked
the authorities to remove the
remark of 'problematic child'
which was mentioned as the
reason for leaving the school.
Secretary of the commission,
A N Tripathi said, "It was inappropriate on the school's
part to write such a remark.
The school has agreed to it
and is going to issue a new

school leaving certificate for
the child." The commission
also gave time to the school
to respond to the remaining
complaints of the parent until
the next hearing. The parents
have been fighting the case in
the commission since a corporal punishment incident in
October 2015.
The parents have requested the commission to recommend police investigation in
harassment case that their son
was subjected to in the school.
"We will move the school tribunal and also go for a private
complaint against the school
after the commission's judgement," said the father. The
boy already has secured admission in an Airoli school.

‘Highlight awareness among students
about negative impact of tobacco use’
MEERUT: In the backdrop of the approaching
'World No Tobacco Day',
Central Board of Secondary Education (CBSE) has
instructed all the schools
affiliated to it to highlight and raise awareness
among their students, staff
and community about the
negative impact of tobacco
use. In continuation of the
awareness programmes,
the schools have been instructed to conduct poster
making, essay writing and
powerpoint presentation
making competitions.
"On World No Tobacco Day, May 31, 2016,
WHO and the Secretariat
of the WHO Framework
Convention on Tobacco
Control are calling countries to get ready for plain
(standardized)
packaging of tobacco products.
The CBSE is committed to
supporting all initiatives
by schools, which have
the major responsibility to
highlight and raise awareness among their students,
staff and the community,
about the negative impact
of tobacco use," read the

order issued by Sugandh
Sharma, additional director (research and innovation), CBSE.
The circular also directed all schools to ensure
that Section 6 of Cigarettes
and Other Tobacco Products Act (COTPA) 2003,
which prohibits the sale
of tobacco products in an
area within radius of 100
yards of any educational
institution, is effectively
enforced through a display
board put up outside the
institution.
"Effective awareness-

raising is possible through
the conduct of various competitions, where students
apply their knowledge,
observation and creativity,
through a variety of media,
on the spot. These will go
a long way in eradicating
the menace of tobacco use
among students, staff and
the communities," read the
circular issued by Sharma.
For the events like poster making, powerpoint
presentation, essay writing the theme been selected is the negative impact
of tobacco.

Irani announces child tracking, other school initiatives
NEW DELHI: The HRD ministry is bringing in a child tracking system for over 200 million
children across the country
which will be used to monitor
their progress from one class to
another and also identify drop
outs.
"Introducing a child tracking system for over 200 million
children all across the country
to track movement class to class,
identify drop outs," HRD minister Smriti Irani said in a series
of tweets today on the initiatives
taken by her ministry in the field
of school education.
In another tweet, Irani said
that due to Right to Education,

the concept of bridge schools
was discontinued "which disabilitated entrance of out of
school children into the school
system (sic)."
Moving to other initiatives of
the HRD ministry, Irani said that
rather than monitoring the Sarva Shiksha Abhiyan (SSA), the
programme for achievement of
universalisation of elementary
education, annually as was done
during the UPA, her ministry
would track it online daily.
"We did mid term review online. This year we shall track SSA
daily online. Real time data will
help engage productively with
states," she said in.

Sarva Siksha
Abhiyaan under
UPA regime
was
monitored once a
year and was
not facilitating solutions
real time, she
added.
Irani also
annouced that her ministry
is developing an expenditure
portal that centralises various
sources of school education data
in India. She also mentioned a
first of its kind portal for Teacher
Education Institutions which

will ensure transparency and
grading.
The HRD minister said her
ministry is supporting states to
help build composite schools by
rationalising stand alone schools
with low enrollment and one
teacher.
"Smaller schools are either
mentored by larger schools in
same geographical area or are
merged in the interest of students," she tweeted.
She also announced that the
National Assessment Survey
(NAS) which was done once in
three years by NCERT, will now
be done annually.
NAS, henceforth, will be

competency based, she said in
a tweet adding that states are
to do assessment in all schools
from classes 1 to 8.
"Learning outcome portal being designed by NCERT which
will have videos so that outcomes are easily comprehended
n tests voluntarily taken," she
tweeted.
In another message, Irani
mentioned said the Shala Siddhi
scheme of her ministry will be
extended to all schools.
"Under Shaala Siddhi school
evaluation was undertaken
since November 2015. This year
we shall extend it to all schools
across the country," she said.
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DPCC calls meet to improve party strength

The Delhi Pradesh Congress
Committee in a meeting decided to
strengthen the party, Hari Kishan
Jindal(Adarsh Nagar District President) met the members seeking a
revamp of the Pradesh Congress
Committee. In the meet the president
announced HPS Bakshi as the new
General Secretary Adarsh Nagar district and Sunny Taneja as incharge of
DPCC Minority cell. HPS Bakshi said
“I promised to work hard
and will uplift the party
and will try to sort out
the problems of the
party workers’.
Some
renowned

name who shared the dais with
Hari Kishan Jindal were Abha
Chaudhary(ex-president
DPCC),
Kuljeet Singh(president Paschim Vihar Block Congress committee) , Bimla Chauhan(Ward no. 57 president),
Sunny Taneja(Minority Cell DPCC),
Manoj Saluja, Gurudev Bakshi, Beena
Bakshi and VK Anand. The meet was
called for the upliftment of the party.

Urgent meet on outbreak of Chickenpox
NEW DELHI: An urgent meet called
by the (NORTH DELHI) IAP of eminent
doctors to discuss the recent outbreak of
Chickenpox.
Chickenpox, also known as varicella, is
a highly contagious disease caused by an
initial infection with varicella zoster virus
(VZV) which spreads through air, most
commonly through coughs and sneezes
of an infected person. It also spreads from
coming in contact with an infected person. This disease results in a characteristic
skin rash that forms small, itchy blisters,
which eventually spreads all over. These
symptoms affects social life and lead to a
major disruption in daily activities, that
is, school and work in both children and
adults. It has been seen in the last few
weeks many schools and colleges across
India remained closed due to outbreak of

chickenpox on campus.
During this meeting the doctors also
evaluated the situation of a next generation vaccine been launched which proves
to have better efficacy and safety over the
existing chickenpox vaccines. It is the only
varicella vaccine in the world with the
added benefits of an ingredient known
as Trehalose, which is recommended by
WHO in all the vaccines to improve its potency. This vaccine also provides protection against herpes and can be given from
12 months to 65 years of age. It is available
by the brand name NEXIPOX, introduced
by one of the oldest groups in pharmaceutical industry. This 70 year old group has
launched a new venture under the banner of NOVO Medi Sciences Pvt. Ltd. that
promises to bring a basket of safer, more
efficacious and innovative vaccines.
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Lucknow’s oblivious Urdu shayar?
Mamata likely to
score a pyrrhic win
The high level of violence in West Bengal during the
election campaign - far more than in Assam, Kerala,
Tamil Nadu and Puduchery which are also going to
the polls - can be interpreted as a sign of Chief Minister
Mamata Banerjee’s nervousness about her party’s prospects. Normally, there shouldn’t have been any reason
for uncertainty. Her challengers are the hastily-formed
Left-Congress combine and the Bharatiya Janata Party
(BJP), which can hardly be said to have a stable base in
the state. Therefore, it should really be a cakewalk for the
Trinamool Congress. However, if it still feels uneasy, the
reason is no different from the factors which let down its
predecessor, the Left, five years ago - an atmosphere of
lawlessness spread by the rampaging Trinamool cadres
and the fact that there has been no development worth
the name in agriculture and industry. It is the uncontrollable cadres, which once even made policemen cower in
fear inside a police station, which has given Trinamool
a bad name, especially in urban areas, where the party
chief’s slogan of “ma, mati, manush” has been mockingly changed in public parlance to “ma, mati, mafia”. After
the collapse of a flyover in the heart of Kolkata, claiming 21 lives, Narendra Modi added the word, “maut”
(death), to the “ma, mati” slogan. To those familiar with
West Bengal, the disturbances attributed to Trinamool
near polling stations are easily recognized as part of an
incendiary political culture which began in the state with
the rise of the communists in the 1960s when they organized violence-prone two-day bandhs against PC Sen’s
government and the gherao of businessmen when the
Left itself came to occupy Writers Building in 1977. To the
hapless people of West Bengal, there has been virtually
no respite since then. The quiescence during the three
decades of Left rule from 1977 to 2011 was the stillness
of a graveyard as there was no dissent or development.
It has been the same under Mamata Banerjee where even
humour on the Internet with a tangential reference to her
has brought policemen to the door of the “culprit” while
her attempts to attract investment have fallen flat since
the fear aroused among industrialists by her ousting of
the Tatas from Singur hasn’t died out. It is the realization
that her promise of poriborton (change) has been seen as
being for the worse by the urbanites which has made the
chief minister speak in defiance of the Election Commission and her followers to run amok. The belief that she has
lost much of her earlier popularity has induced the two
former adversaries - the communists and the Congress
- to come together. They have nothing to lose, for both
have been politically weakened by Mamata Banerjee’s
combative brand of politics and their own inadequacies.
But if they can now make some headway by exploiting
the urban disillusionment with her, it can mark a process
of revival for them. But the possibility of gains does not
hide the fact that neither the Left nor the Congress has a
capable, let alone inspirational, leader. The former chief
minister, Buddhadev Bhattacharjee, continues to live in
“dushsamay” or bad times, to quote the name of a play
he wrote when in power. It is evident that he hasn’t yet
recovered from either the drubbing of 2011 or the internal fights against party hardliners which he carried out
in support of his pro-private sector initiatives before they
were scuppered by Mamata Banerjee. The Congress, on
the other hand, has been left with second-rankers after
nearly all the senior leaders migrated to the Trinamool.
Although the two allies still hope to gain from the antiincumbency factor working against the Trinamool, they
cannot expect to unseat her. For all practical purposes,
therefore, Mamata Banerjee may still win, but it will be a
pyrrhic victory, for the euphoria she had generated five
years ago as an honest, hard-working “David” who had
wrested power by sheer grit and determination from an
insolent and powerful “Goliath” has been dissipated.
Her victory or defeat will make no difference, therefore, to a state which is expected to remain mired in economic stagnation with unemployment making the youth
cannon fodder in the hands of crafty politicians.
West Bengal will continue to produce fine poets,
painters and films - Satyajit Ray would have
been proud of some of the recent productions - but these are expressions of individual talent where the dismal political scene and middle class angst
provide the artistes with the relevant
material.

Poets can be divided into
two broad categories - those
who are sometime, somewhere influenced by the
world outside and 'prosaic'
concerns like politics, or at
least reference what is happening, while on the other
hand, there are those whose
entire oeuvre may not bear
the slightest indication of
the times of tumult or rapid
change they lived in. Like
this noble-born flag-bearer
of the Lucknow School of
Urdu poetry.
And in him, this tendency was
so marked that his literary colleagues too commented on it. The
much junior Asrar ul-Haq 'Majaz
Lakhnavi' provided an colourful
but mischievous description: "Zamaane ki raftar se bekhabar hain/
Yeh Nawab Jafar Ali Khan 'Asr'
hain".
It is not that Nawab Mirza Jafar
Ali Khan 'Asr Lakhnavi' (18851967) was in some remote place
forgotten by time, or had cut himself off. Born in Lucknow in an
aristocratic family that disdained
modernism, Western culture, the
English language, or for that matter, much social intercourse with
the English, he himself obtained a
western education and held a senior government job.
As his relative, Mir Jafar Hussain, author of "Qadeem Lakhnau
ki Aakhri Bahar", recounted, well
into the 20th century, Asr and he
were the only ones of their family to do their graduation - he by
revolting against by his father but
Asr with his father's consent. Asr
then pursued a masters course
and law but dissatisfied with both,
joined government service around
1909 as a deputy collector. He retired sometime in the 1940s as an
additional commissioner, and a
Khan Bahadur and MBE (Member
of the Most Excellent Order of the
British Empire) to boot.

However, he was never a diehard British loyalist or for that
matter, neither a fervent nationalist (like many other officials and
common people) but content to
live his life on his own terms as
far as possible and indulge in his
hobby of literature in his spare
time. Wars could rage, nationalistic passions and aspirations
rise, the freedom struggle go from
strength to strength, the country
get divided but Asr, as far as his
writings go, seems oblivious.
But an acclaimed poet in his
time, Asr was one with extensive
knowledge of other poetic traditions, which he also translated
into Urdu in a bid to enrich the
language and provide its readers
access to the wider world.
His Urdu rendition of the
'Bhagavad Gita' was deemed superlative, but he also had to his
credit "Rang Bast", a collection of
free verse translations of poetry
from not only English, Sanskrit
and Bengali but also Italian, Russian, French, German, Greek and
Arabic, "Mutala-e-Ghalib" (a critique of Mirza Ghalib's poetry),
"Maza-e-Mir" (an anthology of
Mir Taqi 'Mir'), "Anis ki Marsiya
Nigari" (on Mir Anis' religious
dirges) - and two weighty collections of his own poetry: "Baharan"
(1939) and "Nau Baharan" (1957).
Fond of using simple words, including from Hindi, Asr had a way

to convey deep thoughts, a
vivid scene or a large perspective with them. Take
this description of loving
glances: "Chal gaya us nigah ka jadoo/Keh gayi dil
ki baat kya kahiye", or this:
"Afsana keh rahi hai pareshan nigaahen/Kya raaz hai
jo dil mein chupaye huye
ho tum".
Then of the effect of a
period of separation: "Ham
ne ro ro ke raat kaati hai/
Ansuon mein yeh rang tab
aaya", and of a longer period: "Kuch roz yeh bhi rang raha
intezaar ka/Ankh uth gayi jidhar
bas udhar dekhte rahe".
Then there is reckless response
to the thought of fleeting years:
"Bahaar hi main jo bijli gire to
girne do/Bachaye meri bala astaan
khizan ke liye".
He is as effective in what is generally thought to be the characteristic of the Lucknow school - the
elaborate and polished courtesy
of social relations , as in "Main kya
sunaon dard mohabbat ka majra/
Had ho gayi ke tumse shikayat
nahi rahi", and of the courtly manners it exemplified - even in throes
of romantic passion: "Adab lakh
tha phir bhi uski taraf/Nazar meri
aksar bhatakti rahi/Agar honth si
bhi liye kya hua/Nigahon se ulfat
tapakti rahi".
But Asr was not always addicted to tender feelings, and could be
somber too: "Lut raha hai chaman
aur aah nahi kar sakte/Phir ghalat kya hai jo ham sa koi majboor
nahi" or reflective: "Voh jald jald
badalta huya zamaana hai/Ke aaj
hai jo haqiqat voh kal afsana hai".
There is much more but the
question that remains is how Asr
should be viewed? This depends
on what view we take of literature's nature and purpose - should
it it be the writer's choice of selfexpression, or have some utility or
basis? There are no easy answers.

India-US ties: Back home for the brave
In many of our Himalayan
towns, especially the ones that
still have Army cantonments, it is
not uncommon to find the graves
of British soldiers who served in
the imperial Army. Similarly, the
graves of Indian soldiers who
fought for the British during the
world wars can be found in Europe and other places. The issue of
dead soldiers and repatriation of
the bodies is an emotive issue and
so it is heartening to note that the
Indian government finally gave
the US clearance to carry back
the excavated remains of soldiers
and artefacts of a US Air Force
B-24 bomber and a C-109 aircraft
that had crashed in Arunachal
Pradesh during World War II.
These allied airmen ferried about
650,000 tonnes of fuel, munitions
and equipment over the eastern
Himalayas from 1942, when the
Japanese cut off the main land
route through Myanmar. The issue of repatriation had figured
in the joint statement issued last
year during the visit of US President Barack Obama to India.
Last week, US Defence Secretary
Ashton Carter, who was in New

Delhi on a three-day visit, oversaw the repatriation ceremony.
One set of remains was recovered
in Arunachal Pradesh between
September 12 and November 17,
2015. Another set of remains was
handed over to Defence POW/
MIA Accounting Agency (DPAA)
by a third party from the same region. Over the years, the demand
for the search and repatriation
of the remains of the US airmen
had also got support from senior
Indian Army officials and several
politicians.
Sadly, the UPA had stopped the
recovery of the remains following objections by China, which
claims Arunachal Pradesh to be
its territory. Other than conceding the long-standing demands
of the families of the missing airmen on humanitarian grounds,
the Modi Government’s decision
to allow the recovery also negates
China’s dubious claims on the Indian state. The US Government
says that over 500 aircraft are still
listed missing in the China-IndiaBurma theatre of World War II.
Hopefully, the Government will

allow them to continue the search.
A DPAA official said the remains
found at the site could fit into “a
ziplock sandwich bag”. But for
families of US soldiers even that
much will mean the world.
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Jewellers asked to clear excise Chemists cannot
charge high rates
dues with June payment
for cheaper drugs

NEW DELHI: The government
asked the jewellers to settle the excise
dues for March-May along with that
of June and get themselves registered
with the central excise department
by July 1.
Finance minister Arun Jaitley had
in Budget on February 29 imposed
1 per cent excise duty on non-silver
jewellery which led to widespread
protests by jewellers.
The agitation, however, was temporarily called off on April 13 following assurances from the government
that there will be no harassment by
tax officials.
"Assessee jewellers may make
payment of excise duty for months
of March, April and May 2016, along
with payment of excise duty for June
2016," the Finance Ministry said.
The Central Board of Excise and
Customs (CBEC) has also extended
the time limit for taking central ex-

cise registration of an establishment
by a jeweller up to July 1, 2016.
The jewellers, CBEC said, are liable to pay excise duty with effect
from March 1, 2016.
The government has, meanwhile,
set up a committee under former
chief economic advisor Ashok Lahiri
to look into demand of agitating jewellers and also into their grievances
with regard to compliance and op-

erating procedures for payment of
excise duty.
The other members of the committee include legal expert Rohan Shah,
commerce ministry joint secretary
Manoj Kumar Dwivedi, CBEC joint
secretary in tax research unit Alok
Shukla and Gautam Ray.
Representatives from the trade
will be shortly appointed to the panel.
The CBEC has also asked all associations or trade and industry to
submit their representations before
the committee by emailing to 'highlevelcommittee@gmail.com'.
The gems and jewellery industry
is estimated to have incurred over Rs
1 lakh crore loss due to the 42-day
strike beginning March 2. Jewellers
have also been protesting against the
mandatory quoting of PAN by customers for transactions of Rs 2 lakh
and above.

6.8% LPG users give up subsidy
to help Govt save `1100 crore
Out of 16.5 crore LPG
users, 1.13 crore people
have given up their cooking gas subsidy as part of
the ‘Give It Up’ programme
of the government rolled
out in March 2015. This has
helped the government to
save `1100 cr in subsidies.
“We appealed to affluent
Indians to give up their LPG
subsidy voluntarily. Now we
have an outreach programme
to ensure people earning
over `10 lakh per month to
give up subsidy” said Dharmendra Pradhan, minister of
oil and natural gas.
This money will be used
to provide LPG conections
to poor families. As part of
the Pradhan Mantri Ujjwala
Yojana, announced in the
Budget on February 29, 5
crore LPG connections will

be provided to BPL (below
poverty line) families over
the next 3 years. The cabinet
recently set aside Rs 8000
crore for this scheme; of this
`2000 cr will come as budgetary support. Prime Minister Narendra Modi will
officially launch the Ujjwala
programme on May 1.
The scheme provides
for a financial support of
`1,600 for each LPG connection to the household. And
an EMI facility will also be
extended to families unable
to bear the cost of buying

new cylinders.
The ministry of petroleum and natural gas has
already starting this LPG
programme from April.
“60 lakh families belonging
to the BPL category have
already got LPG connection under the Ujjwala programme” said Pradhan.
Critical to the success of
this scheme is the distribution network of Oil marketing companies like Indian
Oil Corporation, Bharat
Petroleum
Corporation
and Hindustan Petroleum
Corporation, who have
17500 distributors strewn
across the country. The oil
ministry is ensuring that
10000 new distributors are
identified this year to ensure smooth operation of
the Ujjwala scheme.

Infra projects hit roadblock,
`11L cr investment in limbo
The Modi-government’s plans to fastpace infrastructure projects seem to have
run into a speed breaker hit by increased
delays and cost overruns over the last two
years.
The number of delayed or stuck projects
have jumped significantly over the last two
years despite the government’s efforts to
hasten bureaucratic decision making, ease
procedures and raise the pace of project
execution. As on March this year, 893 infrastructure projects worth Rs 11.36 lakh
crore across a range of sectors from thermal
power to highways were delayed.
This is a sharp jump from the 816 stuck
or delayed projects valued at Rs 9.68 lakh
crore as of March 2015 and 766 stalled projects worth Rs 9.79 lakh crore as of March
2014, according to data assembled by the
Centre for Monitoring Indian Economy
(CMIE), a research agency.
“Unfavourable market conditions, weak

commodity prices, funding constrains,
poor raw material linkages are the key reasons contributing to the increase in stalled
projects,” sources in government as well as
private sector said.
A host of factors including inter-ministerial consultations, environmental concerns
and procedural bottlenecks at the states
continue to slow down infrastructure project implementation.
Mounting bad loans, which has topped
Rs 4 lakh crore, has also made banks reluctant to lend to projects that are prone to delays. India would require about $1 trillion
(Rs 66 lakh crore) — half the value of the
national GDP —over the next five years to
overhaul its collapsing infrastructure.
The Narendra Modi-led NDA government aims to build 40 km of highways
every day, four times more than the previous UPA government’s target, which it had
failed to achieve.

It’s official. Your local
pharmacist may no longer
be able to charge old rates
for medicines whose prices have been reduced by
the government.
According to a notification issued by the National
Pharmaceuticals
Pricing Authority (NPPA)
dated April 13, the onus
of implementing the revised price has shifted to
chemists from companies.
Companies now need to
only notify new price lists
to chemists through company websites, emails and
other sources.
Chemists will not be
allowed to sell drugs to
consumers at a price ex-

ceeding the one specified
in the latest price list or
the price indicated on the
label of the packet, whichever is less. In case of noncompliance, chemists will
be penalised.
In the earlier regime,
the manufacturer had to
recall all existing batches of
a medicine within 45 days
of the price notification,
put new stickers and redistribute the packages. “It
took Rs 4 crore for a singletime recall and re-labelling.
Thankfully, now the companies have option not to
recall and re-label the old
stocks,” said DG Shah,
secretary-general, Indian
Pharmaceutical Alliance.

Apple increases iPhone
prices by steep 29%
NEW DELHI: Apple has increased
prices of iPhones in India. The surprise
revision in retail prices comes at a time
when the company's new device SE got
a poor response and managed to sell only
a few thousand units. And, the hike is as
steep as 29% for the iPhone 6 device.
Sources said Apple decided to withdraw some of the discounts offered in
January-March 2016 period. "It was felt
that SE, which was criticized for having
a 'high price tag', will not be able to see
much traction if prices of bigger-sized iPhone 6 and 6S devices are not corrected.
So, the decision was taken to revise the
price upwards," a source said.
While 16GB version of 4-inch iPhone
SE made its debut at Rs 39,000, a similar specked (16GB) version of iPhone
6 is available at Rs 31,000 and 6S at Rs
40,500. "After the revision, iPhone 6 costs
Rs 40,000 and 6S comes for Rs 48,000. We
are trying to build a healthy buffer," the

source added. The company also decided
to tinker with pricing of iPhone 5S, making it costlier by 22% to nearly Rs 22,000
against Rs 18,000 at present. Apple has
also come out with corporate offers and
EMI plans to push sales.
Apple recently held a meeting with
top executives and key distributors in India, especially in view of the launch of SE.
"The stock of SE was in any case kept at
a low level," a source said. "A strategy is
being worked out to pitch the device more
effectively." A potential source of worry
for Apple could be a good response to
Samsung for Galaxy S7 and
S 7
Edge smartphones. After
launching in March, Samsung managed to sell
nearly twice the numbers achieved by the
previous-generation models in
the same period.
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Thanks giving programme by Udyog
Nagar Factory Owner’s Association

Udyog Nagar Factory Owner’s
Association organised a very enthusiastic programme just to thank Delhi
Government for its humble gesture
showed towards the shoes making
organisation, Delhi Government reduced the VAT on shoes making from
12.5 per cent to 5 per cent.
In the programme the dais was
maintained by Deputy CM Manish Sisodia, Raghuvendra Shoukeen (MLA Nangloi), Subash
Khandelwal(president AAP Trade
Wing), Ashok Gupta (president Udyog
Nagar Factory Owner’s Association),
Kamal Kiran Seth( General Sec.), Vinod Bansal (Treasurer), Avtar Singh
Sethi(Patron), Sunil Monga, Gian
Chand Dhamija, Sashi Mahajan(Vicepresident), Sanjay Goel(Joint Sec.), Ishan Mehra(Executive member), Subash Gupta(Executive member and
Owner of Lancer shoes), Raj( Owner
of Action shoes) and Vikas (Social
worker).

‘The Great Indian World Trip’ Book launched

New Delhi: After the success of his maiden book
“Road Affair” Tushar Agarwal has recently launched
his second book called “The Great Indian World Trip”
at Indian International Center. The Book was published
by Himanshu Chawla, Editor and Publisher at Heritage
Publishers. The book showcases the incredible journey of
the author sharing the experience of their journey across
the world by Car covering 90,000 kms in 50 countries and
6 continents.
The chief guest Tarun Vijay a member of parliament
who is an author himself was
there at the occasion to grace the
evening.
The book is all about an incredible story about 2 guys who
beat all odds to live their dream
of driving all around the world in
their Toyota Fortuner. Two ordinary Indians, Tushar and Sanjay
decided to face all obstacles, take
up all challenges, find solutions
to a million problems that would
come in their way, but resolved

that no matter what, they will drive through 50 countries
in 6 continents in 1 car! "Preparation only takes you so
far, after that you have to take a leap of faith" is what
they believed in.
The book narrates an incredible story of cultures,
languages, places, food, fun, difficulties, challenges and
above all the struggles that they face on this one of a kind
journey. They created a Guinness World Record in Australia, drove from Ushuaia, the southernmost city in the
world in Argentina to Deadhorse, the northern most point
of Alaska. They ate a Guinea
Pig, Crocodile, Kangaroo, Ox
Balls and many more delicacies in different corners of
the world, learned the Tango
Dance on the streets of Argentina, drove on the Death
Road, the Worlds' Most Dangerous Road in Bolivia, spent
time with Billionaires in Africa and had many more such
incredible experiences on
their 15 month long journey.

9873104569, 9999248010

