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At least 84 dead in ‘terrorist’
Nice truck attack
New Delhi: A truck ploughed into
a crowd in the French resort of Nice,
killing at least 84 people in what
President Francois Hollande called a
"terrorist" attack on revellers watching a Bastille Day fireworks display.
The driver was shot dead after
barrelling the truck two kilometres
through the festive crowd on the
palm-lined Promenade des Anglais,
sending hundreds fleeing in terror
and leaving the area strewn with
bodies.
Authorities said they found identity papers belonging to a 31-yearold French-Tunisian citizen in the
truck, as well as "guns" and "larger
weapons".
The attack was of an "undeniable
terrorist nature," a sombre Hollande
said in a televised national address,
confirming that "several children"
were among the dead as families
came together to celebrate France's
national day.
The bloodshed came on Bastille
Day, a celebration of everything
France holds dear, its secular republic and the values of "Liberte, Egalite,
Fraternite" (Freedom, Equality, Fraternity).
The attacker struck after a day
of military pomp and ceremony in
Paris -- where armed forces, tanks
and fighter jets swooped down the
Champs Elysees avenue -- and spectacular firework displays.

"France was struck on its national
day ... The symbol of freedom," said
Hollande.
A photograph showed the front
of the truck riddled with bullet holes
and badly damaged, with burst
tyres. A lone doll lay abandoned on
the promenade where families celebrated the holiday just hours earlier.
Interior Minister Bernard Cazeneuve told reporters on the scene
that the death toll stood at 84, with
scores injured including 18 in "critical condition".
The attack is the third major strike
against France in less than 18 months
and prosecutors said anti-terrorist investigators would handle the probe.
It comes eight months after Islamic State attacks on Paris nightspots
left 130 people dead, dealing a hard
blow to tourism in one of the world's
top destinations.
US President Barack Obama condemned "what appears to be a horrific terrorist attack", although no group
had yet claimed responsibility.
Hollande announced he would
extend France's state of emergency
for three months in the wake of this
latest attack and "step up" the government's action against jihadists in
Syria and Iraq.
He also called up army reservists
to bolster the country's security services that are stretched to the limit.
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One killed in Kashmir violence,
curfew on, newspapers seized

Srinagar: One person was on Saturday
killed in clashes between security personnel and protesters who attacked a police
post in Kupwara as protests were held in
some parts of the curfew-bound Valley
where 39 persons have died and over 3,100
left injured in the violence since last week.
A mob attacked a police post at Hatmulla in north Kashmir’s Kupwara district
this afternoon following which the security
personnel retaliated. One person was killed
and two injured in the incident, a police official said.
With this the death toll in the violence
that followed the killing of Hizbul Mujahideen commander Burhan Wani has
mounted to 39 while 3,140 persons including 1,500 security personnel have been injured. Minor protests were reported from
some parts of the Valley but the miscreants
were chased away by security personnel
who resorted to baton charge, the official
said.
“The situation across Kashmir Valley
on Saturday remained relatively peaceful. No major incident was reported from
anywhere in the Valley,” he said. Authorities prevented newspapers from hitting
the stands as some media houses claimed
that police raided their printing presses on
Friday night and seized the material while
cable TV services were also affected in most
parts of the Valley.
The police official said curfew remained

in force in all 10 districts of the Valley as a
precautionary measure to maintain law and
order. He said the decision to continue the
curfew was taken in view of large number
of stone-pelting incidents across the Valley
on Friday.
Two persons were killed and 23 others,
including 9 securitymen, injured in the violence yesterday as mobs indulged in stonepelting after defying curfew in many parts,
while a police station was attacked with a
grenade and firing by suspected militants
from amidst the crowd of protesters.

Police and paramilitary personnel have
been deployed in strength across the Valley
for strict implementation of the prohibitory
orders, the official said. Mobile telephone
services in the Valley also remained suspended to prevent any rumour-mongering.
“Only postpaid connections of BSNL are
working,” the official said. All telephone
services including landlines were not functioning in Kupwara district. Mobile Internet services continued to remain suspended for the seventh day today while trains
are also off the tracks in the Valley.

Operation Sankat Mochan: 156 Indians
evacuated from South Sudan return home
to be evacuated, Singh said,
“we tried to convince them. I
suppose business comes first,
life comes later (for them)..”
“After fighting broke out in
Juba and its outskirts, our aim
was to evacuate our people
who were in danger. As per
our information, there were
550 plus people in Juba itself
with another 150 indians in
areas where the oil wells are
there..,” he added.

Pema Khandu, son of the late
Chief Minister Dorjee Khandu,
was sworn in as Chief Minister of
Arunachal Pradesh on Sunday.
Chowna Mein took oath as Deputy
Chief Minister of the State.
The Congress pulled off a dramatic success on Saturday, winning back its rebels by choosing a
new leader.
At a meeting of the Congress
Legislature Party in Itanagar, Chief
Minister Nabam Tuki agreed to
step down for a new leader. Minutes later, he proposed the name of
36-year-old Khandu, son of the late
Chief Minister Dorjee Khandu.
Khandu was unanimously elected CLP leader just hours ahead of
the scheduled floor test ordered
by the State’s acting Governor,
Tathagata Roy.

Khandu immediately staked
claim to power. In the 60-member
House with an effective strength
of 58, the Congress now claims the
support of 47 MLAs (including all
the rebels), along with two ndependents. Even Khaliko Pul, Con-

gress rebel-turned chief minister,
has now backed Khandu.
Congress sources said Tuki,
who was restored to power by
the Supreme Court verdict earlier
this week, but was not acceptable
as Chief Minister for a majority of
the Congress MLAs, met Congress
president Sonia Gandhi and vice
president Rahul Gandhi in New
Delhi earlier this week. He was
persuaded to step down to make
way for a more acceptable face.
Simultaneously, on Saturday,
Khaliko Pul, who was unseated by
the Supreme Court, returned to the
Congress fold along with other dissident MLAs. Party sources in New
Delhi said no action was planned
against Pul — at least for now — as
he had seen the light and “returned
home”.
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Assam Assembly’s Budget session began on a stormy note on Monday as both
Opposition and ruling party members
raised slogans against each other over the
auction of 12 oilfields and price rise following hike in VAT, leading to a brief adjournment and walkout.
As soon as the Question Hour ended,
members from Congressand AIUDF
sought permission from the Speaker to
discuss the proposed auctioning of 12 oilfields in Assam in view of the ongoing agitation across the state against it.
Leader of Opposition Debabrata Saikia and AIUDF MLA Hafiz Bashir Ahmed
submitted two separate adjournment motions to discuss the issue along with a notice by former minister Ajanta Neog.
Speaker Ranjeet Kumar Dass accepted
Neog’s notice, which does not give any
scope for discussion or debate. At this,
Opposition members urged the Speaker
to allow a discussion by accepting any one
of the adjournment motions by the two
members.
When the Speaker stuck to his stand,
Congress and AIUDF MLAs went to the
Well pressing for their demand. “Speaker
sir, please be neutral for the sake of Assam
and in the interest of people of Assam,”
Congress MLA Abdul Khaleque said.
Suddenly, first-time BJP MLA Suman
Haripriya, who was sitting on the second
last row in the House, ran into the Well
claiming that the Opposition members
are going to attack the Speaker. Other BJP
MLAs also rushed to the well.
Both sides started sloganeering with
the Opposition members displaying placards against the proposed auction and
price rise.
At this, the Speaker adjourned the
House for five minutes. As soon as the
House reassembled, Congress and AIUDF
members again pressed for their demands
leading to resumption of noisy scene.
“I will follow the books. A Speaker can
disallow a matter even if it is of a public
interest if he thinks that way,” Dass said.
The Opposition legislators again
walked into the well with their placards,
while the ruling party members kept
shouting against them from their respective seats.
When the Speaker moved ahead with
the scheduled business of the day, the entire Opposition walked out of the House
for the day.
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“When we landed, 156
came out with us. There were
30-40 people who had already
booked their tickets when the
commercial flights started
and 300 people did not want
to be evacuated due to their
business concerns and other
activities. There are 9 women
and three children among
those evacuated,” Singh said.
On those who turned
down the government’s plea
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in Thiruvananthapuram before leaving for Delhi.
Minister of State for External Affairs, VK Singh, who
accompanied the passengers,
told reporters at the airport
that 156 persons have been
evacuated, of whom two are
from Nepal.
There are over 550 Indians
at Juba and another 150 in
areas where the oil wells are
located.

on a stormy note
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The first Indian Airforce
flight C-17 carrying 156 persons, who were evacuated
from war-torn South Sudan’s
capital city Juba, arrived in
Thiruvananthapuram.
The evacuees also included two Nepali citizens, besides nine women and three
children.
The passengers from Kerala and some from Tamil Nadu
disembarked after a brief halt
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He added: “The Social Media
Cell of the Delhi Police has lined
up a series of online campaigns
on topics of cyber security and
to make it interesting, we have
designed catchy visuals and
slogans with messages of cyber
safety ingrained within posters.
The purpose being that the image gets stuck in the user’s mind
and while they are operating in
cyber space, it is somewhere in
their sub conscious.”
“We will also carry out tweetretweet sessions on a daily basis, wherein tweets by citizens
on public safety topics will be
retweeted by official handles
of Delhi Police, including that
of the Commissioner of Police.
The objective of these activities
is to inform and empower the
citizens and to involve them in
actively spreading the public interest messages,” Kampani said.
“We request all citizens of
Delhi, especially the youth, to
join it in this process and become
an active participant,” Kampani
said.

New Delhi: In the run-up to the
2017 civic polls, AAP has accused
the BJP-led municipal corporations of wasting crores of public
funds on renaming and inauguration of existing projects. Laxmi
Nagar MLA Nitin Tyagi said that
in the past six months, the committee for naming of projects
had met at least four times and
had cleared proposals to rename
about 400 projects. "Functionally
and financially, the corporations
have totally collapsed. At this
point, they are trying desperately to create an image that they
have been working and the only
way they think they can manage
that is by renaming parks, roads,
drains, lanes, etc," he said.
AAP said the corporations had
recently renamed a park in Rohini's sector-16 as Swami Dayanand
Saraswati Vatika, a road in Dasghara village had been renamed
as Dada Bhaiya Marg after a village elder, the C-7 crossing in

Keshav Puram market had been
renamed Kranti Chowk, a maternity home in Jahangirpuri
has been renamed as Moolchand
Maternity and Child Care Home,
a park in Janakpuri will now be
called Dr Bhim Rao Ambedkar
Park while a community hall in
Shakurpur will now be known as
Kirpal Sharma Baraat Ghar.
"These are just some of the
examples. We have news that
the Bijwasan flyover that was inaugurated on December 25 by a
Congress councillor will be inaugurated by BJP councillors now.
There are two-three projects in
each ward which are being renamed," added Tyagi.
AAP alleged that funds meant
for development has been siphoned off and real development
work had been replaced with
pointless ceremonies. Claiming that the corporations had
renamed 70 projects last year, a
senior party member said a lot of

"The Parliamentary Affairs Minister is consulting
all other ministers and we'll
be able to know by Sunday
what are the important bills,"
he added.
Naidu further said that he
had a telephonic conversation yesterday with the opposition leaders Gulam Nabi
Azad and Anand Sharma,
adding the duo appeared to
be positive about the GST
Bill.

money was being spent in holding these ceremonies while there
was no tangible work on ground.
"It is not like the corporations
are creating new infrastructure.
They are on a renaming spree either to take credit for old projects
or trying to appease certain communities. We demand that this
misuse of funds should be audited and an FIR be lodged against
the corporations for wasting
public money," the party member
said.
However, BJP functionaries
holding senior positions at the
corporations hit back at AAP for
its "baseless allegations". Subhash Arya, leader of the House in
South Corporation, said, "This is
a routine work and does not involve much expense. To name a
road or a park it hardly costs Rs
3,000 and the Delhi Municipal
Corporation Act empowers us to
carry out naming work wherever
is required.

Sheila to be quizzed on Aug 26 in water meter ‘scam’
Former Delhi chief minister Sheila Dikshit will
be questioned at the anti-corruption branch headquarters on August 26 in connection with the alleged water meter scam.
The case investigating officer had sent a notice to
her on June 30, asking her to decide a time in August
for her questioning. This will be the first time the
former CM will be quizzed in the case.
Sources said Dikshit will be questioned after senior bureaucrat and acting chief secretary Ramesh
Negi. Negi, who was the CEO of the Delhi Jal Board
during the time of the alleged scam, has been summoned on July 28. As chief minister, Dikshit was the
chairperson of DJB at that time.
Anti-corruption branch head Mukesh Meena
confirmed that Dikshit had been asked to appear

before the investigating officer next month.
Dikshit had earlier said that the case against her
was “politically motivated”. HT couldn’t reach Dikhsit for a comment on Thursday, the day she was declared Congress’ chief ministerial candidate for the
upcoming UP polls. According to the FIR (15/2014),
Dikshit and her officials have been accused of deliberately tweaking the terms and conditions of the
tender — that DJB issued — to favour a particular
company. Read: Opposition leader Gupta stands up
on desk in House after spat with Kejriwal
About 2.5 lakh water meters were purchased
by the Delhi government in 2010-11. It was alleged
the tender condition was made stringent to benefit
some multinational companies and keeping away
healthy competition.

Govt. optimistic of GST passage in Monsoon Session
New Delhi, July 15 (ANI):
Asserting that the Centre is
keen to have a fruitful and
meaningful discussion in
the upcoming Monsoon Session of Parliament, Union
Urban Development Minister M. Venkaiah Naidu on
Friday expressed hope that
the Goods and Services Tax
(GST) Bill would be passed
this time in the larger interest
of the country.
Naidu said the GST Bill
will be an important initiative in the all-party meeting
called by Parliamentary Affairs Minister Ananth Kumar
on Sunday to discuss all issues ahead of the Monsoon
Session.
"We also have Medical
Council of India ordinance,
Dental Council of India ordinance, both of them have
to be approved," Naidu said,
adding there are important
legislations before the Parliament.
Stating that the government is keen to have a fruitful and meaningful Parliament session, Naidu said he
is hopeful that the important
legislations pending for long
will be approved in this session.
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‘Corporations wasting public
money on renaming projects’

Delhi’s cyber crime cell to
provide help online 24/7
The cyber cell
of the Delhi Police
will now be available online 24/7 to
address residents’
queries on cyber
crime.
The Social Media Cell will engage
with citizens, particularly the youth,
through campaigns
on Facebook and
Twitter, to spread
awareness on cyber crime and cyber
safety. The campaign began Thursday and will run for
a week on trial.
Under the hash tag ‘#CyberSafety,’ topics like secure usage of
social websites, information on
cyber laws and how to deal with
cyber stalking and harassment
will be discussed with users. The
initiative will be an interactive
one that lets users connect with
cyber investigators and answers
their queries. A special team has
been designated for the same.
“Social media is an important
medium of engagement with the
citizens, particularly the younger generations. Recently, there
has been a spurt in cases and
complaints of cyber stalking, account hacking, online shopping
frauds and transactions, because
people are not aware of how to
safely operate while in cyber
space. This initiative aims at educating people who spend most
of their time on the internet on
cyber safety and its laws,” additional commissioner of police,
Economic Offences Wing, Arun
Kampani said.

CITY/ NCR

"They said they will discuss in their party forums. I
may recall, earlier Shri Narendra Modi ji, honorable
Prime Minister, had called
even Sonia ji and Manmohan Singh ji for discussion
on GST. They raised some
three issues and those issues
are mostly addressed by the
Finance Minister," Naidu
stated.
The Urban Development
Minister said Finance Min-

ister Arun Jaitley also had a
number of rounds of discussions with the Chief Ministers of various states, adding
most of them are on board
with regard to the GST.
"And I also in between
as the Parliamentary Affairs
Minster have talked to all the
parties earlier and most of
them are positive. When you
are going for a major reform,
there will be some problem or
the other but these problems
can be addressed during the
course of time. And I only appeal to all the political parties
to see in the larger interest of
the country that the GST Bill
is passed," he added.
The proposed tax reform,
India's
biggest
revenue
shake-up since independence, seeks to replace a slew
of federal and state levies,
transforming the nation into
a Customs Union.
The Congress Party, the
original author of the tax reform, has said that it would
back the GST if the government agreed to cap the tax
rate at 18 percent and create
an independent mechanism
to resolve disputes on revenue sharing between the
states. (ANI)

Ficci sitting on
museum fire
report: NDMC
NEW DELHI : More than two months
after a massive firedestroyed the National
Museumof Natural History, the New Delhi
Municipal Council (NDMC) is yet to receive
an inspection report from Ficci, the owner of
the building. NDMC had issued a notice to
Ficci in May, directing it to rope in IIT Delhi
or IIT Roorkee and get an extensive inspection of the building done within a month.
However, the industry body has not submitted any report yet, said senior NDMC
officials. The civic body had also directed
Ficci to initiate action to ensure the damaged portion of the museum was repaired.
"We haven't received any report from Ficci
on the inspection of museum building. We
had issued a notice asking them to repair
the building after our structural engineers
declared that it could be repaired and there's
was no need to demolish it. We will send
them a reminder in a day or two," said a senior NDMC official. According to sections
258 and 259 of the NDMC Act (1994), the local body has to identify dangerous buildings
and take appropriate actions by securing, repairing or demolishing such structures. The
law further states that the civic body can
either direct the owner to demolish/ repair
such structures or secure the same at its own
cost. However, senior officials from NDMC
claim that the department can initiate action
only after the owner agrees to it. "Ficci is the
owner of the museum and its consent is necessary before NDMC can initiate any action
from its end," the senior official added.
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Centre clears deck for IIMC to
become a deemed media varsity
The Indian Institute of
Mass
Communication’s
(IIMC) bid’s to be counted
as a media university —
which can award degrees
instead of diplomas — has
received a shot in the arm
with the information and
broadcasting (I&B) ministry giving it a go-ahead to
apply for a deemed university status.
According to ministry
sources, IIMC, an autonomous institute under the
ministry, can now seek permission from University
Grants Commission (UGC)
for a change in status.
A deemed university
status means the institute
does not have to seek consent from Parliament for its
elevation.
At present, IIMC offers
post-graduate
diploma
courses, which are not
counted as a degree for

pursuing higher education,
research or a career in academics.
Information and broadcasting minister Venkaiah
Naidu has agreed in principle to the institute’s request.
“It has been proposed that
instead of introducing a
bill in Parliament for seeking an institute of national
importance status for it as
was suggested earlier, IIMC
will be a deemed university
with Film and Television
Institute of India (FTII), Satyajit Ray Film & Television
Institute (SRFTI) and the

National Centre of Excellence in Animation, Gaming
and Visual Effects affiliated
to it,” an official said.
While presenting the
general budget for 2014-15,
finance minister Arun Jaitley had said both FTII and
SRFTI will be accorded the
status of institutes of national importance.
IIMC has been receiving requests from students
to offer them a degree as
a post-graduate certificate
made them eligible for pursuing higher education and
government jobs.

NEET next week, deemed med colleges
to conduct admissions separately
With the second phase of the National
Eligibility-cum-Entrance Test (NEET)
taking place in ten days, students aiming
at admissions to private and deemed institutes are facing uncertainty. While private medical and dental institutes will be
part of a centralised admissions process,
deemed institutes have decided to conduct admissions separately. This means,
students will have to individually apply
to each of the ten deemed institutes in the
state to be eligible for a seat.
“The entire purpose of conducting
NEET examinations was to bring all
medical and dental institutes under the
same process. If deemed institutes are not
included in the centralised process, then
what’s the use of giving another entrance
test?” asked one of the medical aspirants.
Students and parents have been trying to
reach out to the new medical education
minister. Thousands of students from the
state are going to appear for the NEET on
July 24 and are now unsure if the test will
help then secure a seat in medical and
dental institutes in the state.
“Only the deemed institutes are demanding separate process of admissions
which will be unfair to students. We have

Admissions at DU’s SOL begins
Undergraduate admissions at
Delhi University’s School of Open
Learning (SOL) have started.
The admission process will be
completely online, including payment of fees. SOL offers five undergraduate courses. Students can visit
sol.du.ac.in and register for admissions.
Students from the person with
disability (PwD) and below poverty
line (BPL) categories will be able to
apply in person also.
“Students from PwD and BPL categories will have to get bring their
card and certificates with them,”
said CS Dubey, SOL director.
SOL, which admits nearly 1.5

lakh students every
year in its undergraduate courses, offers BA
(Programme), Political
Science (hons), English (hons), BCom, and
BCom (hons). It also offers five postgraduate
courses.
“The online process
is effective. A student
can now be admitted in less than
seven minutes and get his receipt,
identity and admit cards, mark
sheets and provisional certificates
with bar/QR code simultaneously,”
he said.
The last date for admission is Au-

gust 31 without late fee
and September 15 with
late fee. “Students who
take admission after
August 31 will have
to submit R200 as late
fee,” said Dubey.
Dubey said SOL has
seen an increase in the
number of students
with 80% and above
score in Class 12 Board.
“BA (Programme) and BCom
are the most sought after courses
at SOL. As many as 86,696 students
were admitted to BA (Programme)
while 33,718 got admission in BCom
last year,” Dubey said.

requested the central government to look
into this matter. It’ll be only fair to bring
all institutes in the state under the same
rule,” said Dr Pravin Shingare, director,
DMER. He added that the directorate is
yet to hear from the central government
about the same.
Parents of students from across the
state are coming together now to raise
their voice against the same. “How many
entrance tests are our kids expected to
give? What’s worse is these institutes will
also start demanding fees on a whim,
which will leave us in a bigger problem.
The government needs to step in,” said
one of the parents.

Rajesh Kumar Chaturvedi
appointed CBSE chairperson

After
taking
away
HRD's power to appoint
chairperson of the Central
Board of Secondary Education, the Appointments
Committee of the Cabinet
(ACC) headed by Prime
Minister Narendra Modi
appointed Rajesh Kumar
Chaturvedi as the new
CBSE head.
CBSE has been without
chairperson since December 2014. Chaturvedi is an
IAS officer of 1987 batch
and belongs to Madhya
Pradesh cadre.
Chaturvedi has wideranging experience in the
revenue and commerce

departments.
However,
he has never worked in
the education sector. He
was appointed after the
ACC decided that CBSE
chairperson be appointed
through central staffing
scheme and not through
search-cum-selection committee method.
Chaturvedi's appointment will finally settle
nearly two-year-old controversy on the appointment of CBSE chairperson.
Earlier this week, the
ACC had rejected the
name of Sarvendra Vikram
Bahadur Singh for the top
job.

No Indian varsities in world’s top 250: What Javadekar can do
As Prakash Javadekar takes charge of
a ministry that appeared to impede the
Prime Minister’s desire to see world-class
Indian universities, step one could be to get
his ministry’s first-ever national ranking in
order.
The Ministry of Human Resource Development’s India Rankings 2016 - a guide
for students - lacks three key criteria used
in prestigious university ranking exercises
globally, such as Times Higher Education
World University Rankings, a list of the
world’s best universities, compiled since
2004.
The Indian criteria, listed in the National Institutional Ranking Framework, lacks
information on doctorates awarded, institutional income and global reputation of
Indian universities, which, in general, fall
short on faculty-student, male-female and
international-local student ratios, according to an IndiaSpend analysis.
The world’s best university, according
to The Times’ rankings, is the California
Institute of Technology, or Caltech. India’s
best, the Indian Institute of Science (IISc),
Bangalore, is ranked between 251 and 300
- universities are banded after the first 200
ranks - the only Indian higher-education
institution in the top 300. China is the only
BRICS economy with three universities in
the Times’ top 100 universities list: Peking
University (42), University of Hong Kong

(44) and Tsinghua University (47).
Prime Minister Narendra Modi wants 10
public and private institutions to be worldclass teaching and research institutions
over the next five years, “to allow ordinary
Indians access to affordable world-class degree courses”, but that is inadequate for a
country where 33.3 million students were
enrolled in 716 universities and 38,056 colleges, according to the 2014-15 All India
Survey on Higher Education.
What’s missing in India Rankings 2016
Doctorates awarded: India Rankings ignored the number of doctorates awarded,
important criteria to indicate “how committed an institution is to nurturing the
next generation of academics” and “the
provision of teaching at the highest level
that is thus attractive to graduates and effective at developing them”, according to
the Times Higher Education criteria.
India had 20,425 and 22,849 enrolments
in master’s and doctoral programmes, respectively, in 2013, making up 0.67 per cent
of all higher-education enrolments, when it
should ideally be five percent, according to
Furqan Qamar, secretary general, Association of Indian Universities.
Too few of these enrolments were in
engineering/technology (5.9 per cent),
medicine/health sciences (two per cent)
and agricultural sciences/technology (two
per cent), “disciplines that are typically as-

sociated with applied research and which
therefore, go on to further technological
advancement”, said Qamar. Most were in
pure sciences (32 per cent) and arts/social
sciences/humanities (35 per cent).
Income: Income of any kind is absent
from the India Rankings framework for
universities. Times Higher Education considers institutional income, to provide “a
broad sense of the infrastructure and facilities available to students and staff”; research income, “crucial to the development
of world-class research”; and industry income to capture “the extent to which businesses are willing to pay for research and a
university’s ability to attract funding in the
commercial marketplace”.
Likewise, assessing industry income
would show the disparity between Indian academic research aims and industry
needs.
“In developed nations, industry looks
to universities for new ideas for potential
use in the future. Indian industry is more
demanding; it looks for problem-specific
research that ends in almost a prototype of
the device or process, so that product development can quickly ensue,” said Bishnu
P. Pal, a professor at the School of Natural
Sciences, Mahindra Ecole Centrale, the
Mahindra group’s engineering college in
Hyderabad.
Most research in Indian universities is

by doctoral students for their thesis, said
Pal.
Global reputation: A global reputation
survey result makes up 50 per cent of the
Times survey’s teaching score and 60 per
cent of the research score. To evaluate institutional reputation, India Rankings engages with all sorts of stakeholders in India. This is not enough, said experts. Indian
universities must get known for excellence
overseas.
Weak spots measured in India Rankings
2016
Three criteria figure in both India Rankings 2016 and the Times’ rankings, but
these are also areas where Indian highereducation comes up short.
Faculty-student ratio: IISc, has a staff-tostudent ratio comparable with the world’s
best, 1:8.2 versus Caltech’s 1:6.9. However,
Indian institutions lower down the order
fared poorly. For instance, Delhi University,
ranked sixth in India and in Times’ 601-to800 rank band, had a faculty student ratio
of 1:22.9.
Global students: International outlook is the Times’ composite measure of
international-to-domestic-student
ratio,
international-to-domestic-staff ratio and
international collaboration (for research
publications). Caltech scored 64 in this category, IISc 16.2. Caltech has 27 per cent international students, against IISc’s one pc.

18 to 24 July, 2016

EVENTS

5

Pre-launch of Mansi Midha makeover
Fame sky.com in association
with "Sparsh by Sejal" and "Pradeep
Solanki"
jointly presents the pre launch
of "Mansi Midha Makeovers" at
"Phoenix Club & Lounge". Special
celebrity guests were Karishma
Tanna, Manoj Bakshi, Harvinder
Mankkar.
Mansi Midha Makeovers is organising a pre-launch party coupled with a fashion show showcasing her talent with Karishma Tanna
as an eminent guest. Mansi Midha
is very creative, artistic and loves
to experiment with new makeup techniques. She believes that,"
your face is a canvas and I paint to
enhance its beauty" and she completely justifies her belief.
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Uttar Pradesh polls 2017
Divya Delhi Print/Electronic is
looking for an district bureaus/
correspondents who can
cover all the
districts in the
upcoming
Uttar Pradesh
polls 2017
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Divya Delhi newspaper and DD News is
looking for a highly motivated and talented
Freelance Reporters, Photographers and
commission based Marketing Executives

People interested for the above can send the details with
the updated resume at:‑

rajeshchauhan4569@gmail.com
Contact:

9873104569
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Editorial

The BSP is showing
signs of a tentative
political revival in UP
Uttar Pradesh exemplifies the hurdles and real challenges holding back India’s progress. India’s most populous
state has been the crucible for political change over the past
two decades. Not only does UP matter in terms of electoral
arithmetic, it also plays a prominent role in shaping the ideological dimensions of electoral politics. Uttar Pradesh remains a laboratory for the shifting multi-caste alliances and
political coalitions governing contemporary Indian politics.
The state’s electoral results are invariably volatile. Between
2007 and 2014, the electorate has rewarded and punished
incumbents in every assembly and parliamentary election.
Mayawati produced a surprise electoral victory for the BSP
in 2007, but only after the BSP shed its avowed ideological
commitment to anti-Brahmanism. The induction of Brahmins into the BSP ensured the party could reach out to other
upper caste and forward caste communities in the socially
conservative Hindi heartland. A popular political slogan
doing the rounds in 2007 neatly captured the BSP’s ideological turnaround: ‘Brahmin shankh bajaega, hathi badhta
jaega’. The purely tactical nature of this electoral coalition
between upper castes, Dalits, non-dominant OBC castes and
a section of Muslims cannot be overstated. The state’s Dalit
community remains ideologically committed to the BSP,
while all other social groups in the BSP’s rainbow coalition
remained wary and aloof from the BSPy’s overtly pro-Dalit
agenda. By 2012, the BSP’s coalition had unravelled and the
Samajwadi Party stepped into the breach, promising a reformist, development-oriented government symbolised by
Akhilesh Yadav, the youthful heir to Mulayam Singh’s political empire. At the same time, the SP skilfully revived a
Yadav-Muslim political alliance, which produced a record
116 Muslim legislators in the state assembly in Lucknow.
However, Akhilesh appears to have succumbed to all the
old malaises associated with the Samajwadi Party. The Samajwadi Party administration has struggled to protect the
lives and livelihoods of Muslims, the very community that
turned out for the party in record numbers in 2012. While
Mayawati ensured a virtually riot-free administration and
empowered the state police force, over a 100 riots have taken place under the Samajwadi Party government. The most
egregious of these, the Muzaffarnagar riots groups claimed
over 50 lives and left 50,000 people homeless in western
Uttar Pradesh. The recent violent clashes between police
and encroachers on public land in Mathura, which left 26
civilians and two police officers dead, also highlights the
deterioration of law and order under the Samajwadi Party.
In 2014, Narendra Modi was able to masterfully craft an alliance of upper castes, forward castes and OBCs under a
power Hindu nationalist, development-oriented umbrella.
The BJP may adopt the same strategy as it hopes for a repeat of its formidable performance in 2017. The BJP is wellfunded and empowered by an extensive grassroots network
of cadre in the towns and cities of Uttar Pradesh. Whether
non-dominant OBC communities, including Nishads,
Kurmis and Kushwahas rediscover their Bahujan identity
or stay wedded to the idea of a larger Hindu Rashtra is an
open question. The BJP has a formidable political machinery and dedicated troops on the ground. The BJP offers the
promise of economic advancement and Hindu nationalism as a panacea to the problems afflicting Uttar Pradesh.
However, the BJP lacks a credible chief ministerial candidate who can contain the party’s own internal cleavages.
The BSP seeks to capitalise on the electorate’s perception
of the Samajwadi Party as a party without a handle on the
state’s administrative machinery. At the same time the BSP
has sought to reach out to communities apathetic to the
party’s Dalit agenda, including Muslims threatened by
violence and resurgent Hindu militancy. The BSP, on the
other hand, is showing signs of a tentative political revival.
The party came first in the latest district panchayat polls,
which were held in November . The BSP’s electoral fortunes were revived by victories in Agra, Ambedkar Nagar
and Azamgarh. The BSP also ensured symbolic upset to
the BJP in Jayapur, a village “adopted” by Prime Minister
Modi in his parliamentary constituency of Varanasi. In this village BJP’s Arun Singh was
defeated by BSP’s Ramesh Tiwari. Politicians associated with BSP leaders Ramvir Upadhaya and Lalji Verma also
emerged victorious in Hathras and
Ambedkar Nagar.
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Football fever is over, but
Euro 2016 hangover persists

It's been almost a week since
the Euro 2016 final, but the hangover continues -- rather strange
because this didn't happen after
the IPL, which was a less taxing
tournament to watch.
Taxing? All the important
matches started only half-past
midnight and if they went into
extra time, they would stretch for
upwards of two hours.
Waking up early the same
morning for work was not easy,
but life doesn't end with football.
In the end, what a final it was.
The French were the favourites
playing at home, but I was rooting
for underdogs Portugal if only for
the historical fact that they gave
us Goa, adding to the varied mix
of cultures that is India.
The Portuguese influence extends wider in western India if
one considers that the seven islands that make up Mumbai (earlier Bombay, from the Portuguese
"Bombayim" meaning beautiful
bay) came to the English East India Company in the 17th century
as part of the dowry of Portuguese princess Catherine of Braganza when she married Charles
II in 1661.
As one from a cricketing country, I recall the dashing Australian
cricketer, the late David Hookes,
once asking how cricket could be
called a slow game with a batsman having to react to the ball being hurled at around 150 km per
hour.
If that unfortunate brawl at a
Melbourne pub hadn't snatched
Hookes away, I could have told
him over Twitter that he probably
hadn't seen a competitive international football match to sense
how soccer combines a game of
chess with sheer athleticism and
speed because it is packed into
those 90 minutes -- to make it the

king of sports.
The Stade de France saw the
playing out of a brilliant tactical
game, and a master class conducted by victorious coach Fernando
Santos. Portugal had never won
a major title, even with past talismans like Luis Figo in 2004, or in
the sixties with the greatest Portuguese player -- Mozambique-born
the late Eusebio, aka "Black Pearl"
-- who was elected the ninth best
footballer of the 20th century in a
poll by the International Federation of Football History & Statistics. The French played a beautiful attacking football, but the final
touch proved elusive on the day.
The history of major tournaments
is full of instances of home teams
faltering in finals as the Portuguese had their own heartbreak
at home in Euro 2004.
Portugal, on the day, efficiently
did what they had to do for most
of the game, capping it with that
strike of genius by Eder, who
scored the only goal at the fag end
of extra time.
Here is my Portuguese quintet
of the match:

Cristiano Ronaldo dos Santos
Aveiro: Talismanic captain, for his
enforced absence through most of
the game, which galvanised the
team; for paying his taxes and for
dedicating the victory also to "immigrants".
Eder or Ã‰derzito AntÃ³nio
Macedo Lopes: The immigrant
from Guinea Bissau in Africa, the
striker who had never scored,
for scoring his first international
goal.
Pepe or KÃ©pler Laveran Lima
Ferreira: The wiry, baby-faced defender of Brazilian origin, who
held the keys to the kingdom.
Joao Mario Naval da Costa
Eduardo: Midfielder; the Portuguese playmaker who took part
in the European under-21 Championship last year when Portugal
was beaten in the final by Sweden, was among the best players
of Euro 2016.
Rui Pedro dos Santos PatrÃcio:
For his seven saves in goal that
proved to have helped open the
gates of heaven.
Now you can understand why
the hangover persists.

Cong needs equity in UP’s voting
space, not just public discourse
If its purpose was to pick up equity in the talking
space, the Congress has already marked its presence
in the poll discourse in Uttar Pradesh. From obscurity
to a degree of identity—howsoever nebulous! That’s
the immediate gain from former Delhi chief minister
Sheila Dikshit’s projection as the party’s face for the
corresponding office in the crucial Hindi heartland
state. Together with film star-politico Raj Babbar, the
new president of the party’s UP arm, she’s a name that
needs no introduction. But can charisma alone pull the
Congress out of electoral oblivion in a province where
it hasn’t tasted success for a quarter century? Not really.
The party was as much in the talking space in the 2012
state elections when Rahul Gandhi led the charge from
upfront. The result: a meager gain of six seats over its
tally of 22 in the outgoing House elected in 2007 when
the BSP formed a Govt of its own. In the longer run, the
party needs to work beyond projecting faces to reclaim
its Dalit-Muslim-Brahmin construct decimated over the
years by its main rivals: the SP that took away a big share
of Muslims; the BSP that snatched Dalits and Muslims
and the BJP that has claims to the Brahmin vote.
“We cannot overnight reconstruct what we’ve
squandered,” admitted a Congress leader. The immediate goal, he said, was to fight for an honorable outcome;
to win back sections of social groups that once gave the
party the electability it had in UP.
The argument makes sense. As a national party,
the Congress gave the BJP a veritable walkover in UP

in the 2014 Lok Sabha polls. It didn’t contest for even
a respectable defeat--- winning just the seats held by
Sonia and Rahul Gandhi of the 80 returned from the
State. The Congress
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Sebi strikes at promoters Patanjali under lens for
of suspended companies misleading advertising

Mumbai: Promoters of errant listed companies whose
stocks have been suspended
on bourses for more than seven
years because of non-compliance of listing norms will soon
see their demat accounts - holding shares, bonds and mutual
funds - frozen. Market regulator Sebi is set to issue strict
norms so that the promoters
of these companies are forced
to compensate ordinary shareholders who have been holding
shares without any exit option.
When such a ban is imposed, it would mean severe
restrictions on the financial
dealings of the promoters of
these companies. Earlier, Sebi
had asked stock exchanges to
appoint qualified valuers to
price stocks of companies suspended for over seven years,
which number over 4,000 at
last count. Sources said Sebi
will come out next week with
a detailed circular about operability of its rules for these suspended companies. Under the
rules, Sebi will also ban these
promoters from raising mon-

ey from the market for any of
their ventures, even those that
are not suspended. They will
also be barred from receiving
any dividend from any company in their portfolio, and also
from acting as a director in any
listed company, sources said.
The Sebi-imposed bans will
be in place till these promoters either comply with listing
norms so that the stocks start
trading again or they give an
exit option to their non-promoter shareholders at a price
decided by the valuers. Once
the promoters pay the shareholders their due, these companies will be allowed to delist
from the bourses, Sebi had said
in May. According to an official estimate, there are about
3,000 listed companies on the
regional bourses whose stocks
have not been trading for years
and another 1,176 on the NSE
and BSE combined.
On May 25, Sebi chairman
UK Sinha had told the media
that Sebi's plan had the potential to transfer funds running
into thousands of crores of ru-

South India achieves power
surplus status, says Goyal
Centre plans to enhance the power transmission capacity in the
country by almost three
times by 2020, Union Minister Piyush Goyal said on
Friday, adding that South
India has achieved power
surplus status due to various initiatives.
“We have brought solar revolution in a big way
to India. In the last two
years, there was highest
ever renewable energy capacity expansion in wind
and solar. In fact, solar
energy capacity, which
was 2,400 mw in 2014, has
now crossed 7,000 mw,”

the Goyal told reporters
here.
Stating that gas-based
power plants which were
lying idle for lack of fuel
have now started operations, he said most of these
plants are in South India.
He said as much as 71 per
cent of transmission capacity from the Northern
and Eastern grids have
been connected to South
India. “All these steps put
together have led to South
India becoming power
surplus. They have the
ability to provide power
24/7 throughout South India,” he said.

pees from promoters to common investors who, for years,
are stuck with shares of these
companies, often referred to as
'dud stocks', without any exit
option. Terming these companies as "a source of nuisance"
for the market, Sinha said Sebi
was ready to act against them.
In the recent past, several
of these suspended companies
have been used for avoiding
capital gains tax and Sebi aims
to bring an end to such illegal
practices. Current Sebi rules
allow the regulator to force
promoters of these companies
to give an exit option to nonpromoting shareholders at a
'fair value'.

NEW DELHI: Within a month
of being pulled up due to misleading ads for its hair oil and
washing powder brands, Ramdev
promoted FMCG company Patanjali has found itself under the
scanner of the country's advertising watchdog again.
Several ads by the company,
including ones for its best-selling
product, 'Dant Kanti' toothpaste
has been found misleading by the
Advertising Standards Council
of India (ASCI). Patanjali ads for
mustard oil (Kachi Ghani), fruit
juices and cattle feed (Dhugdhamrit) were also found ambiguous by ASCI.
The rulings by ASCI hold significance because it signed an
MoU last week with the country's
apex food regulator Food Safety
and Standards Regulator of India
(FSSAI) to check misleading ads
in the food and beverage sector.
ASCI ruled that Dant Kanti's
advertisement's claims, "Effective
Against Pyorrhoea, Swelling &
Bleeding of Gums, Yellowing of
Teeth, Sensitivity & Bad Breath"
and "protects your teeth for a longer time and provides a natural

shield against germs", were not
substantiated and are misleading.
However, Patanjali wasn't the
only company rapped by ASCI.
Companies such as HUL, P&G,
Kellogg India, L'Oreal India and
Colgate-Palmolive were pulled
up too for misleading claims in
advertisements. For instance,
ASCI found HUL's advertisement
of `Rexona Roll On' claim, "Ten
times (10X) Protection", misleading due to omission of qualifiers
and reference to the comparison
to talcum powder.
L'Oreal's advertisement on
the pack of `New Garnier White
Complete Double Action Facewash' claims, "instant whitening"
and "Gives 1 tone fairer looking
skin in one wash" were not substantiated. The TVC claim, "You
think only cream can give you
visible fairness?
Think again .... This fights dark
spots and gives instant whitening", was misleading by implication, ASCI said.
Out of a total of 141 complaints, ASCI upheld complaints
against 67.

‘icici academy to train 1l youth by 2017’
New Delhi: ICICI Academy aims
to train one lakh youth in the country by 2017 as part of its skill development programme and financial
inclusion drive.
“It is crucial to bridge the critical
gap between manpower availability
and employability by providing sustainable livelihood opportunities for
all to grow and prosper. ICICI Foundation aims to reach the milestone
of training over 1 lakh youth by
March 2017,” ICICI Bank’s MD and
CEO Chanda Kochhar said in an email interaction on the occasion of
‘World Youth Skills Day’ on Friday.
Kochhar said the youth in India
need to equip themselves with skills
which will empower them to earn a
sustainable livelihood. According to
ICICI group, India has a unique ad-

vantage in the form of its
demographic dividend.
Being one of the youngest nations in the world, it
has more than 62 per cent
of population in working
age group (15-59 years),
while over 54 per cent are
below 25 years.
“To reap this demographic dividend, we
need to enable the youth
to acquire skills required
to get the job or become self-employed. With the right skills, you
will be the force who will drive India towards further progress and
development,” she said.
Elaborating, Kochhar said a large
section of youth, mainly underprivileged have little access to training

that can increase their
employability. As per
estimates, only 4.69 per
cent of the total workforce have undergone
formal skill training
compared to 68 per
cent in UK, 75 per cent
in Germany, 52 per cent
in the US, 80 per cent in
Japan and 96 per cent in
South Korea.
Pointing out at the
huge skill gap, she asserted India’s
need to bridge this divide. ICICI
Foundation for Inclusive Growth
had launched the ICICI Academy
for Skills in October 2013 to provide
vocational training to economically
weaker youths to help them earn a
sustainable livelihood.

Pay less for flight ticket cancellations from August 1

New Delhi, Jul 13 (PTI) Air passengers have a reason to smile as the revised norms that caps ticket cancellation
charges and bars airlines from levying
additional amount for refund process
are coming into force from August 1.
“Cancellation amount not to exceed
basic fare plus fuel surcharge; all statutory levies and taxes to be refunded under all circumstances,” Civil Aviation
Minister Ashok Gajapathi Raju said today as he announced that the new cancellation norms for fare refund would
become effective from August 1.
Issuing the revised regulations, the
Directorate General of Civil Aviation
(DGCA) also made it clear that airlines
cannot levy additional charge to process
the refund.
The move would come as a relief to
air passengers against the backdrop of
many carriers hiking the cancellation
charges in recent times.
The regulator said carriers should
refund all statutory taxes and User Development Fee (UDF)/Airport Develop-

ment Fee (ADF)/Passenger Service Fee
(PSF) to the passengers in case of “cancellation/ non-utilisation of tickets/no
show”.
“This provision shall also be applicable for all types of fares offered including promos/special fares and where the
basic fare is non-refundable,” DGCA
noted.

The changes were first proposed
by the Civil Aviation Ministry in June
as part of putting in place passenger
friendly measures.
These norms would be effective from
August 1, according to the Civil Aviation
Requirement (CAR) issued by DGCA
chief M Sathiyavathy on Tuesday.
In a tweet, Raju said the process of
refund would be completed within 30
days even when booked through travel
agents or online portals. “Cancellation
charges to be clearly displayed on every ticket. The policy to be prominently
displayed on the website of the airline,”
Raju said in another tweet.
No charges can now be levied by airlines for corrections in errors of names
of the passengers, he added.
Separately, DGCA has also revised the
rules with respect to persons with disability and reduced mobility whereby
airport operators should make provision
for such people to embark or disembark
from a flight without inconvenience.
Carriers would be required to indi-

cate the refund amount in case of ticket
cancellations.
The amount and its break-up may be
indicated on the ticket itself or through
separate form used for the purpose. Also,
the policy and amount of refund shall be
displayed by the airlines on their respective websites, DGCA noted.
Further, passengers can choose
whether the refund money should be
kept in the airline’s credit shell or not.
“Airline shall not levy any additional charge for correction in name of the
same person, when error in his name
spelling is pointed out by the passenger
to the airline after booking of his ticket,”
the regulator said. For tickets booked
through travel agents or portal, the onus
of refund would be on the airlines.
“In case of purchase of ticket through
travel agent/ portal, onus of refund shall
lie with the airlines, as agents are their
appointed representatives. The airlines
shall ensure that the refund process is
completed within 30 working days,” the
regulator said.
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Bonding over
food & music

Hosted by White Pepper in association with the Japanese restaurant Benihana, DJ Dragoste’s night saw a hoard
of fashionistas in attendance. While exotic Japanese canapés and cocktails did the round , guests were spotted
letting their hair down on the foot tapping music by Dj Dragoste till the wee hours of the morning. Among those
who attended the bash included stylist Sylvie, Meera Chaturvedi, Rajiv Gupta, choreographer Ketan Bhatia, models Kajal Srivastava, Sandy Malik, Auchitya Thakur, Nikita Sehgal, Himani Thapa among many others. Diljeet
Singh Bindra of the Beni Bar was seen mingling with the guests and explaining them the new starter menu especially curated for the nights.

